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To my husband: 


Without whose understanding and 
help this history could not have been 
written, 


“Happy is the man who remembers his 
progenitors with pride, who relates 
with pleasure the story of their 
greatness, of their deeds and, silent- 
ly rejoicing, sees himseif linked to 
the end of this goodly chain." 


Goethe 
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INTRODUCTION 

If one is an ancestor searcher, it will con- 
sume many months of research to trace the records of 
his ancestors as far back as they are available, For 
those who had ancestors who came to America before the 
Revolutionary War, the Atlantic Ocean usually provides 
the starting point of his search. But even after the 
port of entry of any particular ancestor is established, 
many questious remain unanswered about his previous 
life, What motive led him to leave the old country and 
to seek a nev way of life in a strange land many thou- 
sands of miles away? Did he find in America the ful- 
fillment of the ambitions and dreams which led him to 
undertake the crossing of a wide and stormy ocean, 
leaving familv and friends behind him? 

This is an historical chronicle cf six genera- 
tions of one American family. It includes genealogical 
records which required months of research to find, and 
enlisted the aid of the Library of Congress, the D,A.R., 
Genealogical “Library, the Archives of the United States, 
and the Hall of Records in Annapolis, Maryland to verify. 

But the chief aim of this chronicle is not 
to set down genealogical records, father, it is to 


relate the story of certain events in American history 
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If they performed great 
deeds, their records are lost among those 
of a thousand others who built America, 

When we come to the father of 

the third generation (Owen Dorsey Downey) 
the record of personal achievement becomes 
clear. The story of his life is recorded 

in history books, official public documents, 
and personal memoirs. He exhibits the poli- 
tical aptitude found later in many of his 
descendants. He it was who served in the 
legislatures of three states--an unusual 


record even for early America, 
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which affected the times and sections of the country 
in which the various generations of this family lived, 
From 1750-1950 America developed into the mightiest 
nation in the world, How did the political, economic 
and military factors of these two hundred years affect 
this family? What did its members contribute to the 
progress of their country in war and in peace? 

The emigrant ancestor of this family came 
to Americ: from Northern Ireland about 1760 and set- 
tled in Baltimore, He saw the beginning of an inde- 
pendent nation, We witnessed the stirring events of 
the American Revolution, 

His youngest son became a wanderer. We find 
records of him in many different places. He saw the 
building of the National Road west, and he followed 
it into western Pennsylvania and Ohio. But, we Know 
little of the personal lives of these two noni*eHe it 
was, who served in the legislatures of three states-- 
an unusual record even for early America, 

The father of the fourth generation was a 
pioneer statesman and a fearless hero of the Civil War, 
We had twelve children, all of whom led interesting 
and, for the most part, successful lives, One son be- 


came United States Senator from California; one daughter 
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was an internationally known psychologist, who 
wrote on two subjects for the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica. I hope to touch briefly on the lives and 
accomplishments of this family. 

If I appear to “wave the flag" too much, 

I make no apologies! I am happy to have this chance 
to express, in a small way, my deep and abiding love 
for my native land; my joy in its beautiful scenery; 
my admiration vor the generosity of its people to 
those who nee help; my thankfulness that I am an 
American enjoying the freedom and security of its 
flag. The more I read history, the greater is my 
conviction that love of one's native land is the 
greatest blessing and the finest incentive in man's 
constant struggle for a better civilization. 

Turn now to Chapter Gne, if you care to 
read the story of how Thomas Downey came to America 
from Ireland. He landed in Baitimore about 1760, 
and thus became the emigrant ancestor of a large and 
vigorous group of descendants. However, in the 
seventh generation there are only five boys who are 
direct descendants of this line of the first Thomas 


Downey, who, themselves, bear the name of Downey. 
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to carry on the family, if not the name of Downey, 
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Chapter One 


FIRST GENERATION 


THOMAS DOWNEY FROM IRELAND 


Although the name Downey is usually asso- 
ciated with families of the Roman Catholic faith, care- 
ful research seems to indicate that Thomas Downey be- 
longed to the Protestant branch of the family and was 
of Scotch-Irish descent, His family probably came to 
Ireland from Scotland about 1616. Thomas was born in 
the North of ‘'-2land about 1740, Sometime prior to the 
Revolutionary .:-r, he and a brother Walter came to 
America and settled in Baltimore, They were both then 
unmarried, 

the first census of the United States taken 
in 1790 shows that Thomas Downey was the head of a 
family in Baltimore County with two white male children 
under sixteen, and two over sixteen, (Fage 29) 

The first official record on which we find 
Thomas' signature is in the Hall of Records at 
Annapolis, Maryland. In months of searching for family 
records, this document was the most rewarding of any 


that I ever found. On a small piece of ordinary note- 
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paper in Box 3, Folder 14, Baltimore County, I 
found the signature of my great great grandfather 
and of his brother Walter pledging fidelity to the 
new Government of the United States. This "Oath of 
Tridelity" was signed on the 20th of February, 1778, 
These folders are among the most carefully guarded 
in Maryland's Archives, Fortunately for me Maryland 
is the model for all other states in its excellence 
in preserving and in making available its records to 
genealogists, 

Two other important records of the first 
Thomas Downey were a part of my lucky find, 

In a large volume (‘ills - No. H - 1°05-1€&10, 


Liber W. B. &), I found a copy of his will: 


Thomas Downey - His Last Will and Testament 
In the name of God, Amen, 
I, Thomas Downey of Baltimore County 
in the State of Maryland, make and ordain 
this my last Will and Testament, 


I will and bequeath to my beloved 
wife, Frances, one-third of my estate, 


Two-thirds of said estate is to be 
equally divided between my sons George, 
James, William, and Thomas, 


I appoint George and Thomas joint 
executors, 


signed - Thomas Downey 
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A third record shows that John Edwards and 
Alexis Lemon swore in open court that they had wit- 
nessed the signing of this will by Thomas Downey, who 
was now deceased, This deposition was dated Novem- 
ber 4, 1809, 

As far as I can determine, these are all 
the records available to tell the history of a coura- 
geous man, who left his homeland and crossed stormy, 
unknown seas in search of adventure and opportunity, 

The past is full of missing persons, Only 
diligent searching and good luck enabled me to uncover 
this much information about my emigrant ancestor, 

What was Baltimore like when Thomas Downey 
landed there circa 17607 What changes did he observe 
throughout his lifetime there? Undoubtedly, the most 
important event he witnessed, as he watched the new 
world grow, was the Revolutionary War, <A new country 
was born and history dramatically changed, 

Baltimore was not a new city when Thomas 
arrived. By 1760, one hundred and fifty years of 
history lay behind the people of the new world, Most 
of those that came to America intended to remain to 


make their fortunes there, Whatever factors were to 
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the interest and advantage of the new country were, by 
the same token, to their advantage. More and more 
children were now native Americans by 1760, As the years 
passed, loyalty to the Crown and to its officers became 
little more than a gesture, The interests of the Crown 
and of the native Americans began to conflict more and 
more, In the 1700's this conflict progressed rapidly 
toward open rebellion of the colonies, 

The passion to own land and to make their own 
political decisions became the overwhelming motives of 
the peoples of the thirteen colonies. One by one these 
colonies cast their lots with the leaders of the new 
world: Washington, Jefferson, and Adams, to name a 
few. A tide that no monarch could resist swept the 
new country toward rebellion and political independence, 

This was the state of affairs when Thomas 
Downey arrived in Baltimore about 1760, It is likely 
that he shared the aims and ambitions of other adven- 
turers who came to find opportunity in a new land, 

Baltimore lies at the head of tidewater upon 
the Patapsco River, Originally the residential part of 
town was close to the water where the industrial and 


commercial life centered in early days, It took 
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Baltimore a long time to develop. Not until 1729 
did the provincial legislature purchase the land on 
which the city now stands, It was originally known 
as Jones Town, but the name Baltimore came to include 
that district still known locally as Old Town and the 
newer town of Baltimore, The site of the town was 
well chosen and it grew rapidly. About 1750 ships 
began to load grain in Baltimore and to sail for British 
ports. Apparently it was on one of these returning 
Ships that Thomas Downey sailed to America, 

By the time of the Revolutionary War, Baltimore 
had a population of 6,700, and during the Revolution 
the city played an important part in its success, 
Among its population were many seafaring men. Priva- 
teers in great numbers were fitted out here, and sailed 
from the port of Baltimore to prey upon British shipping 
during the years of conflict. 

The city, too, supplied more than its quota 
of Continental troops, but apparently Thomas Downey 
was not among this number, His "Oath of Fidelity" to 
the new government, signed in 1778, indicates, however, 
that he was loyal to the colonies. It seems likely 
that he was engaged in some trade necessary to the 


maintenance of the hard-pressed American Army, 
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After the capture of Philadelphia by the 
British in 1776, the Continental Congress met in 
Baltimore, and during these years, the first fortifi- 
cations were erected on the present site of Ft, 
McHenry. it was not until 1814 (after Thomas Downey's 
death) that this fort acquired fame, Then it was 
that the British fleet was turned back from here, and 
Francis Scott Key was inspired to write "The Star- 
Spangled Banner", Thus, the national anthem was writ- 
ten in Baltimore, 

In early days Baltimore had the appearance 
and character of a southern town, Its political con- 
trol was in the hands of so~called gentlemen farmers, 
and its life largely rural in character. To judge from 
his will, Thomas Downey left considerable property. We 
know, too, that his youngest gon, Thomas Downey II, 
(with whom we shall next be concerned) married the 
daughter of a Swiss farmer, who had much property, 
which was divided among a big family. His name was 
“Henestoful", and we find in the records that he owned 
"Stophels Choice", 108 acres, "Stophels Delight", 

92 acres, and "Switzerland", 100 acres, to mention but 


a few. All of this land was located in Baltimore County, 
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As early as 1800 an economic revolution was 
at work in Maryland. Baltimore became less a market 
for tobacco and more a manufacturing center. From the 
records we know that Thomas Downey by then lived in 
Baltimore County and not in the city proper, The birth- 
place of his youngest son (Thomas) is set down in the 
family Bible as Carroll County, which in 1790 was a 
part of Baltimore County. 

In books about early Baltimore, there are 
descriptions of many Irish gentlemen-farmers in that 
vicinity, They are pictured as warm-hearted, benevolent, 
well~informed, fond of music and pretty faces. Ferhaps 
Thomas Downey was one of these, It may be that he 
moved from the city to the more spacious county when 
Baltimore City, itself, turned its attention from agri- 
cultural pursuits to manufacturing and trade, 

At any rate, we know by the time of his 
death in 1809, Baltimore was no longer an easy-going 
southern city, but a bustling seaport and manufactur~ 
ing center, 

It would be interesting indeed if we could 
follow the personal 1ife of Thomas Downey from the day 


he landed in Amorica until 1809, We do know certain 
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things about him, Asa ane boy he set out to cross 

a stormy ocean; he married in America; was loyal to the 
cause of the colonies; and witnessed the most important 
war in history. He raised a large family and his will 
leads us to believe that he acquired considerable 
property. The record indicates that he was concerned, 
for the most part, with Baltimore County rather than 
Baltimore City. 


So much for Thomas Downey I, emigrant from 


Ireland, 
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Chapter II 


SECOND GENERATION 


THOMAS DOWNEY II 


A record in the family Bible states that 
Thomas Downey II, father of Owen Dorsey Downey, was 
born in Carroll County, Maryland, about 1790. In 1790 
Carroll County was still a part of Baltimore County, 
It was not until 1836 that parts of Baltimore and Fred- 
erick Counties were combined to form Carroll County, 
whose county seat was Westminster, Maryland, 

On December 14, 1808, Thomas Downey married 
Anne Henestofiel (spelled many different ways in var- 
ious records). She was the daughter of John Henestofiel, 
a wealthy Swiss farmer of Baltimore County. After their 
marriage, there was much litigation over the settlement 
of the estate of Henry Henestofiel (Anne's grandfather). 
He owned many pieces of valuable land, including 
"Stophel's Choice", 108 acres; "Stophel's Delight", 
92 acres; and "Switzerland", 100 acres. 

On March 18, 1812, Anne and Thomas Downey 
received $500.00 money of the United States of Amarica 


in settlement of their claim. On March 9, 1815, a 
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notice was published in the "American" of Baltimore to 
this effect, 

By 1313, Thomas Downey was in Brownsville, 
Fayette County, Fennsylvania, It was here his first 
child, Owen Dorsey Downey was born on January 17, 1814. 
One account states that the family remained in Browns- 
ville, or made it their headquarters until 1824, Another 
son, Jack, was born here, then a daughter, Fanny (Hamille) 
in Ohio (town unknown). Thomas probably moved to 
Westernport, Maryland, sometime in the early 1830's, 
Two daughters, Harriet (Ross) and Amy were born in 
Maryland. I have had the pleasure of meeting Miss Amy 
Ross, a granddaughter of Harriet Downey. We have com- 
pared notes and agreed about the faets set down here, 

The census of Allegany County, Maryland, 
1€30, lists Thomas Downey as between forty and fifty 
years of age. His wife is shown to be between thirty 
and forty. Their family then included four male child- 
ren and five female children, As far as we know, only 
five, two sons and three daughters, reached maturity. 

Among the family papers is an official copy 
of a Land Office Treasury Warrant (No, 12899) dated 


July 8, 1837, which deeds to Thomas Downey 82 acres of 
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land in Hampshire County, Virginia, 

In spite of diligent searching, the time and 
place of Thomas Downey's death remains unknown, In 
those days records were poorly kept, and many were 
burned during the Civil War. When we consider that 
Thomas Downey grew up in Baltimore, that his children 
were born in Pennsylvania, in Ohio, and in Western 
Maryland, it would be a miracle if all records of his 
life were now available. 

If the record of the life of Thomas Downey is 
obscure, the story of the section of the country in 
which he lived from 1610-1830 is one of the most lusty 
and colorful in American history. It is safe to assume 
that his life followed the pattern of those adventurers 
who travelled west from Maryland to Pennsylvania seek- 
ing land and opportunity. 

By 1806 the plans for a great national road 
to the west were in the making, Fortunately, these 
plans were well under way before the disastrous war of 
1812. The story of this road is the story of American 
unity. There is little doubt that Thomas Downey played 
his part in the development of Western Fennsylvania, 

The Old Pike was opened for public travel in 


1012, One account tells us that it soon appeared as if 
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all the people of Maryland were headed toward Western 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. The Pike took on the appearance 
of the broad avenue of a city rather than of a rural 
road, Often as many as 24 coaches could be seen and 
counted on the road at one time, 

The Old Fike gained great renown for the 
excellence of its inns and taverns, There is reason to 
believe that Thomas Downey was the proprietor of one of 
these inns near Brownsville, Pennsylvania. According 
to Thomas Searight, whose book "The Old Pike" gives a 
colorful account of this road, these inns were inviting 
meeting places, "Their sign boards were elevated and 
their golden letters winking in the sun ogled the 
wayfarer from the hot road and gave promise of good 
cheer, while the big trough overflowing with clear, 
fresh water, and the ground below it sprinkled with 
fragrant peppermint lent a charm to the Scene that was 
well nigh enchanting," 

Every old tavern had its odd shaped little 
bar ornamented with fancy lattice-work, well stocked 
with whiskey of the purest distillation, almost as 
cheap as water, 

Stage driving, too, was a lofty calling, the 


acme of many a young man's ambition, The work was 
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light and life exciting. Anyone connected with the 
National Road was called a Pike Boy. The arrivals of 
coaches in the various towns were the exciting events 
of the day, 

This was the world in which Thomas Downey 
lived! We know that he was in Brownsville, Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania in 1813. By then Brownsville 
was the head of steamboat navigation on the Monongahela 
River, Here many passengers transferred from stage to 
steamboat, Many of the most illustrious statesmen and 
heroes of early America passed through Brownsville, 
Jackson, Clay, Sam Houston, Polk, Taylor and Davy 
Crockett were familiar figures to the dwellers there, 
These must have been occasions to remember for Thomas 
Downey and his boys, 

One account tells that General Jackson stopped 
in Brownsville about 1620 and was given a public recep- 
tion, When the landlord came to inquire what article 
of diet above all others he preferred, the General 
gravely responded, “ham and egegs."" Nor could he be 
induced to change his request, 

By 1042 the Old Pike was forced to yield to 
the power of the iron horse. In November of 1842 the 


Baltimore and Ohio Railroad reached Cumberland, Maryland, 
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The glory of the old road was passing! Then the fol- 
lowing lament swept the taverns and towns by the side 
of the road: 
Now all ye jolly wagoners who have 
got good wives 
Go home to your farms and there 
spend your lives. 
When your corn is all cribbed and 
your small grain is good 
You'll have nothing to do but curse 
the railroad. 
It would be interesting if one could follow 
Thomas Downey's footsteps through these eventful years. 
When did he leave Pennsylvania and go to Chio--and why? 
Why did he return to Western Maryland and Virginia? 
The only clues we have to the answers to these ques- 
tions are the names of the states (not the towns) where 
his children were born, 
Family tradition indicates that he went to 
Westernport, Maryland because of some connection with 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Perhaps some day we 


shall learn more of his story. But for now, we must 


say goodbye to the wanderer, Thomas Downey II. 
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well 


died, 


he lived near my family for several years before his 


Chapter III 


THIRD GENERATION 


OWEN DORSEY DOWNEY 


it is encouraging to write a name at the 


beloved. I was two years old when my grandfather 


s0 my memories of him are not personal ones, 


But 


death and is very much a part of its history and tradi- 


ELOn, 


"Frominent Men of West Virginia" by Atkinson 


and Gibbens, p. 959, gives the following resume of his 


Fare; 


Owen Dorsey Downey was born at Browns- 
ville, Fayette County, Pennsylvania, January 
17, 1814 - removed with his parents in 1024 
to Allegany County, Maryland, and resided 
there 20 years engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness. In 1647 he served in the Maryland 
Legislature; in 1852 he was appointed Lumber 
Inspector for the City of Baltimore; the 
Same year he resigned and moved to Virginia 
and engaged in mercantile business in 
Piedmont (now West Virginia). Afterwards 
he engaged in the hotel business in the 
same place, In 1é€1 he was a member of 
the May convention to discuss plans to re- 
organize the state. He was also a member 
of the June Convention which erfected the 
reorzanization. He was a member of the 
West Virginia “egislature until 1965 in 
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which year hg was appointed assessor of 
Internal Revenue for one of the districts 
of West Virginia, In 1870 he ran on the 
Democratic ticket for the Legislature 
against James McGrew, Republican, and was 
defeated, In 1880 he moved to Laramie 
City, Wyoming Territory, where he engaged 
in mining and other pursuits. He was 
elected as a Democrat - a member of the 
Wyoming Legislature convening at Cheyenne, 
January 6, 1884, 

To supplement this record we set down the 
following facts: 

Owen Dorsey Downey, son of Thomas and Anne 
Downey, was born in Brownsville, Pennsylvania, January 
17, 1814, He died in Laramie, Wyoming, October 12, 1894, 
and was buried in Philos Cemetery, Piedmont, West 
Virginia, besids his wife, 

He married Elizabeth Powell on May 22, 18368, 
in Westernport, Allegany County, Maryland, William 
Welch officiating. Elizabeth Powell was born June 4, 
1820, in Maryland, Her people, according to old family 
letters written by her daughter, Molly Downey Sheridan, 
were Quakers, They settled in Philadelphia and were 
people of considerable wealth. According to family 
tradition, her emigrant ancestor was one of the passen- 
gers on the "Welcome" and sailed with William Penn, 


The following obituary was found in an album 


belonging to Martha Fairall West in Oakland, Maryland, 
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The funeral obsequies of Mrs, 
Elizabeth Downey who died in this place 
(Piedmont, West Virginia) Friday last, 
were performed at half-past one o'clock, 
Sunday, The deceased lady was the wife 
of Major O, D. Downey and has long been 
a resident of Fiedmont, We have con- 
sulted many who knew her well and who ex- 
press their utter inability to overhighly 
praise her qualities, She was not only 
kind but also complaisant and obliging. 
She was dignified, amiable and exemplary, 
* * *Entering into the griefs of others 
to comfort them and always acting from 
motives that were as pure as the light, 
she collected about her a multitude of 
dear friends, * * * 


Owen Dorsey Downey, in all newspaper clippings, 

is referred to as "Major", although no military record 
has yet been established. He served in the Legislatures 
of Maryland in 1847 and West Virginia from 1661-16865, 
and also in the Territorial Council of Wyoming 1884, 
He took a great interest in politics, held many minor 
political offices, and was a warm friend and confidant 
of Governor Francis Thomas of Maryland, He was always 
a staunch Democrat. 

At one time he kept an inn in Fiedmont, West 
Virginia, About 1852 he moved his family across the 
Fotomac River from Westernport, Maryland, to Piedmont, 
Virginia, In 1861 the people in this section of West- 


ern Virginia protested the secession of Virginia from 
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the Union, Owen Dorsey Downey's name appears on the 
document known as the "Declaration of the People of 
Virginia ~~ represented in convention at the City of 
Wheeling, Thursday, June 13, 1861,"" This document is 
on exhibit in Exhibition Hall, National Archives, 

Owen Dorsey Downey and Elizabeth Powell Downey 
had six children: 


Z Stephen Wheeler Downey, born July 25, 
1839, Westernport, Maryland, 


II. George Mason Downey, born December 25, 
1641, Westernport, Maryland, 


III, Savah (Hutson), born 1846, Westernport, 
Maryland, 


IV, William, born 1648, Westernport, 
Maryland, 


Vv. Molly (Sheridan), born 1852, Piedmont, 
West Virginia, 


VI, Kate, born 1858, Piedmont, West Virginia, 


After the doath of his wife, Elizabeth, Owen 
Downey went to Laramie, Wyoming, where he made his home 
with his sons, Stephen and William, until his death in 
1894, He is buried beside his wife in Fhilos Cemetery, 


Piedmont, West Virginia, 
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References: Marriage record on microfilm, Hall of 
Records, Annapolis, Maryland, '"Declara- 
tion of the Feople of Virginia," Exhibi- 
tion Hall, National Archives; record 
copied from family Bible; many newspaper 
clippings and family letters; public 
dccuments, Maryland and Wyoming Territory, 
November, 1882, 
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Westernport, Maryland, is situated on the 
north branch of the Potomac River. On one side of the 
broad Potomac lies Westernport, Maryland; on the other 
Piedmont, West Virginia. Both these cities are impor- 
tant locations in the Downey history. 

As early as 1790, there was a settlement in 
Westernport and many pre-Revolutionary expeditions into 
the Ohio country set out from hore, Washington stopped 
here as a young taen and the house where hs "slept" still 
Stands, YWesaternport, Allegany County, was officially 
formed in ic7Z, 

Aas the name indicates, Westernnort was an 
important shipring point, and thousancs of tons of coal 
were sShipoed from here by barge before the Baltimore 
and Ohio aattvroad t’ok over control of the commerce of 
this region, 

It is prokable the Downeys came to make their 
home in Westernport abeut the middle of the 1830's, 
Thomas Downey was connacted with the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad in some capacity. This railroad reached 
Cumberland, Maryland, in 1842, 

Owen Dorcey Downey married Elizabeth Powell 


in Westeruport “in 1236, William Welch officiating. 
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Their son, Stephen Wheeler, was born in 1839, 

In 1647, when he was 33 years old, Owen 
Dorsey Downey was elected to the Maryland Assembly, 
This was the beginning of rather an unusual political 
career, including services in the legislatures of three 
states, Owen Dorsey Downey formed a lasting friend- 
ship with Governor Francis Thomas of Maryland about this 
time. This tragic, brilliant, humorless man became so 
important a factor in the lives of Owen Dorsey Downey 
and of his son, Stephen, that thoir futures were greatly 
influenced by him, He owned a farm in Western Maryland 
about fifteen miles from Westernport., Reading between 
the lines of personal letters and historical documents, 
it seems probable that there was constant and intimate 
contact between the Downey family and the hermit governor, 

We know that Thomas largely directed the edu- 
cation of Stephen and later formed a law partnership 
with him in Washington, D. C, after the Civil War, This 
Story will be included later, But at this time, a 
sketch of the erratic governor, who so largely determined 
much of the Downey history, is included, It is a tragic 
and unhappy tale, and it was destined to change the 
lives of many people, iacluding among others Owen Dorsey 


Downey and his son, Stephen Wheeler Downey, 
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Late in the 1840's Francis Thomas, recently 
Governor of Maryland, sought refuge at his neglected 
farm in Western Maryland. He returned there a frustrated, 
despairing man, A few years before his dictatorial power 
over Maryland was almost absolute. Now no vestige of 
that power remained. His mind was unbalanced. His 
spirit conquered, 

His story is one of the most bizarre of early 
American politicians, He first held public office at 
the age of twenty-three in 13822 when he was elected in 
Frederick, Maryland, to the State Assembly. After four 
terms here, he was sent to Congress and served eight 
years in Washington, During that time he was president 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and known 
everywhere as a brilliant lawyer, In 1841 he was 
elected Governor of Maryland, His administration was 
outstanding in its statesmanlike character, It was 
commonly believed at that time that he was well on his 
way to the Presidency, 

But a personal tragedy of unequalled magnitude 
wrecked his political career, destroyed his happiness, 
and sent him into retirement for twenty years, He 
emerged, once again, to play a dominating role in the 


stirring events of the Civil War conflict. 


~B8- 


yitmeoot .oanodtt atouatT avonar city at otad 
bejoalgen aid tn eyvtex tdgv08 ba e i 
betstiant? « otodd bemiwies oH imei wns 
s9woq isttoyatoth aid sioted aisey wot is, on ye 
to egitaor on worl -etubords ad anu bance ‘ 


eth .beoensisdav aaw bata ati 


yiaes to axrzestd tseom ond. yo ono ak ysode osm: 


ta oottto ofidugq Diet tovkt of ,enshottifog pei 


nt hetoeto zex of mow SSSI at omy YIngQuy,, Lo - os 


svot setts ,vidaeaesd ej2te edd oF baatysset itene 


tdyto bevrpe bee aservgaod od ditea hd erl oxen anes 


jnsbleerq saw od omtt Set, gat gut |  wotgakdest ak anacy a 


hel 


aywoous hare « Te ee ape? oko Par 


aaw ed ESOL at  .soywel taet liked a ae Avery 


enw nobiexdatolabs eitl |  bantyash to xoneved nd 
aa $1. -asipasadly emt emmge aR ant, 
aid no tfew enw od sate ‘oats get 


onion snares 


smal | 
ail mi nnn 


” one 
: a ah ee 
rimy ‘ i) v aie thee 
es as mr an, 
a a ® 


227 ~ 


The first chapter of the tragedy which ruined 
his life was written when he was serving in Congress in 
Washington, Thomas lived, at that time, in a political 
boarding house and came to know well the powerful 
Senator Benton of Mississippi, who also made his home 
there, Benton had served in the Senate almost thirty 
years, and was an ambitious and clever politician, His 
niece, Sally McDowell, fifteen-year old daughter of the 
Governor of Virginia, was supposedly attending boarding 
school in Georgstown at this time. Sally, however, spent 
most of her time with the Bentons, She was spoiled and 
flattered by their political friends and frank to admit 
She was looking the field over in seurch of an eligible 
husband, 

The Bentons regarded Thomas, then a bachelor 
nearing forty, with great favor, Sally pertly announced 
she had set her cap for the Maryland statesman, who 
was at that time regarded as the leading candidate for 
the Presidency, A leisurely courtship between the two 
took place over a five-year period, When Thomas was 
forty-two and Sally twenty, they were married in 1841 
at Governor McDowell's residence in Lexington, Virginia, 
The wedding was a brilliant one, It was considered as 
a symbol of the friendship between the neighboring states 


of Maryland and Virvinia, 
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But trouble developed almost at once between 
the elderly bridegroom and his young bride. The gay, 
frivolous Southern bride was badly disillusioned when 
she came to make her home at Montevue, Thomas' home 
near Frederick, Maryland, Sally soon discovered that 
her husband had a violent temper and held rigid views 
of what constituted proper wifely conduct, During much 
of his honeymoon, Thomas was away from home actively 
campaigning for the Governorship of Maryland, 

Only a few woeks passed before domestic con- 
troversy raged between the ill-matched pair, The elder- 
ly bridegroom was desperately in love with his beautiful 
bride, but, from the first, jealous and suspicious of 
her conduct, Sally made little attempt to conform to 
his wishes, She constantly outraged his ideas of 
proper wifely conduct by her gay parties and her con- 
tinual visits from numerous kissing cousins, 

Thomas was soon convinced his bride was hav- 
ing an affair with one of her young cousins, He was 
sure he was being betrayed by his wife and the young 
lawyer he had taken into his firm to please her, Sally 
seemed unconcerned about his misery and enjoyed teasing 


and making fun of her elderly husband, She often told 
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him that she had not YET broken her marriage vows, The 
tortured husband magnified every detail of his wife's 
conduct, Circumstantial evidence against her was cer- 
tainly convincing. No one really knew whether the 
bride was mocking her husband or engaged in a serious 
affair, In Thomas' tortured mind there was no question 
of doubt that his bride had broken her marriage vows, 

An incredible number of people were soon in- 
volved in the scandal, Its importance was magnified 
because ov the prominence of the persons involved, When 
this domestic controversy was at its height, Thomas was 
elected Governor of Maryland, Now stories of the scan- 
dal were magnified by political ambitions and hatreds, 
Sectional resentment flared, In Maryland, the Governor's 
behaviour was defended by his supporters, In Virginia 
he was mocked and ridiculed--his political future as a 
Presidential candidate destroyed, Maryland and Virginia 
became bitter enemies, 

Gossip circulated the wildest kind of stories 
about the couple, Thomas was accused of keeping his 
wife locked in her room, It was said he boasted of keep- 
ing two pistols ready: one of these was intended for 


Sally's father, Governor McDowell; the other was to use 
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on her brother, In Maryland, Thomas' friends insisted 
the bride had come to his home with so meager a wardrobe 
that it was a disgrace to her family. No domestic 
tragedy ever had more far-reaching effects on political 
passions and prejudices. 

As the affair mounted to a climax, the once 
brilliant Governor ignored his duties as a statesman 
and talked of nothing but his domestic troubles, His 
friends began to desert him, They could listen no longer 
to his insane rantings and they could not discover whe- 
ther his charges were true or false, Thomas was unable 
to secure a divorce; nor was he able to effect a recon- 
ciliation, In the end the desperate husband took a 
course which destroyed all future happiness for him and 
ended forever his dreams of becoming Fresident, 

In February, 1845, he wrote and distributed 
a pamphlet which set forth in the most lurid detail and 
with no reservations whatever the unhappy story of his 
marriage and estrangement, It is probably the oddest 
story ever written by a distressed husband, To add to 
the furor created by this amazing document, Thomas placed 
one on the desk of every Congressman and Senator in 


Washington, 
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This pamphlet was dated February 18, 1845 


and commenced thus: 


TO THE FUBLIC 
Montevue, Frederick County, Maryland, 

Conspicuous calumniators who have labored to 
forestall and pervert public sentiment, have 
left me no alternative but this, to me, ex- 
quisitely painful publication. Sensibie to 
the partial success of the contrivances, for 
a long period of time I submitted almost in 
Silence to the shocking and disgusting slander 
of me which they disseminated, For a woman 
was invclved; even if I had not tenderly and 
desperately loved, her sex alone was sacred 
in my consideration, If not my wife, even 
if a stranger, I could not, without infinite 


reluctance, expose her frailities, or soil 
her character, 


For fifty pages Thomas continued to tell 
his version of his marital tragedy, The effects of the 
pamphlet were catastrophic. Thomas was sued for libel 
and his wife secured a divorce in Virginia. The Gover- 
nor was forced out of Maryland politics, separated from 
his friends and denied the fruits of a lifetime of 
struggle and preparation for public office. 

When the publicity died down, the despairing 
man sought refuge on his neglected farm in the mountains 
of Western Maryland, His mind was unbalanced, his ambi- 


tions were unfulfilled, his domestic life wrecked, He 
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withdrew himself from contact with people and spent 
his life in lonely solitude. 

Fortunately for Governor Thomas, a warm 
friend, who had no thought of deserting him in spite of 
scandal and mistakes, lived in Westernport, Maryland 
about nine miles from his farm. We know from personal 
letters to Owen Dorsey Downey and to his son, Stephen 
Wheeler Downey, that there was constant communication 
between the Thomas farm and the Downey home, But more 
of this story later. 

In the early 1850's the population of 
Westernport began to dwindle alarmingly, For a half 
century Westernport was a thriving port city from 
which thousands of tons of coal wore shipped by barge 
on the Potomac River. The building of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad changed the economic conditions of the 
country conpietely, 

About 1853, Owen Dorsey Downey moved his 
family across the Potomac from Westernport, Maryland, 
to the new town of Piedmont, Virginia, Lewis' "History 
of West Virginia" tells us that Piodmont was originally 
called Hardscrabble Town, It also tells us that 


Fiedmont, meaning "Foot of the Mountain", was laid out 
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and named by Owen Dorsey Downey, It was incorporated 
by the Legislature February 20, 1856 in Hampshire 
Couaty, “hen Mineral County was created in 1866, it 
became part of that county. 

Mrs, Burns, a hotel proprietress, owned 
the land on which Piedmont was built, When she be- 
came Governor Thomas' housekeeper, she sold her inn 
to Owen Dorsey Downey, and for many years he remained 
in the hotel business in Fiedmont, 

By this time, 1856, the questions of slavery 
and of secession began to agitate the South, Slavery 
was an unprofitable institution and a curse which no 
one knew how to fa rjd of. Y¥iction maintains that the 
great planters played the leading role in the war that 
was soon to come, But, tho entire history of the South 
is buried under stratum on stratum of legend, A South- 
erner always sees the present as inferior to the past. 
In truth, the charm of the South lay, not in its luxury 
or grandeur - that was for a vory few —- but in its 
natural beauties and simplicity of life. The Southern 
planter was a farmer, not the English lord that fiction 
loves to paint hin, 

The question of whether or not the South 
should secede From the Union was the burning question 
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than in Virginia, 

By the late 1850's, Union sentiment was 
strong in the western part of Virginia, Few men here 
owned slaves, and most men hated the institution of 
Slavery. This movement of West Virginians to form a 
hew state had been talked about for fifty years. The 
farmers and mountaineers did not take kindly to the 
political power of Tidewater, Virginia, The movement 
was, of course, hastened and made final by the war, 

The question of secession proved to be the final impe- 
tus that forced decisive action in forming the 
new state of West Virginia, 

No greater myth has been created by fiction 
than the one so often told in popular novels that the 
South rose as one man to defend Dixie. There were many 
instances of strong pro-Union sentiment in the South, 
Many men in the middle classes realized that if war 
came, it would be a rich man's war and a poor man's 
fight, There were many men, too, who had no desire to 
go to war to protect the slaves and the property of the 
great planters of the Tidewater South, But, only Western 
Virginia formed a new state, 

Owen Dorsey Downey played a leading role 


in the struggle for this new state, In May, 1861, he 
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represented Hampshire County at the May convention at 
Wheeling which considered the organization of the new 
state, 4921399 

In Exhibition Hall in the National Archives 
Building in Washington, D, C., is the framed document 
known as "Declaration of the people of Virginia ~ repre- 
sented in convention at the City of Wheeling, Thursday, 
June 13, 1861,."" One of the signatures on this document 
is that of Owen Dorsey Downey, 

West Virginia was formally admitted to the 
Union in 1863. Owen Dorsey Downey served in the Legis- 
lature of the new state until 1865, 

We know little of his life during the Civil 
War period, He is always referred to as "Major", but 
why I do not know, All three of his sons went west after 
the war, His wife died in 1876, and he moved to Laramie, 
Wyoming, about 1880, and lived there until his death 
in 1894, 

The following letter dated October, 1594, 


is from his oldest grandchild, Beulah Downey Hanks: 


My dear sister Willie - 


We recoived your letter and Pa's 
messages and my heart is very sad today 
for we all Joved Grandpa dearly. He was 
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the best man I ever knew, so generous 
and kindhearted to everyone, He was 
beloved by everybody. 


We could not hope to keep him 
any longer for he was an old man but 
it is hard to give him up. My dear 
sister, I cannot write any more, 

With love to all, 


Beulah 


Until the Civil War brought tragedy to 


all America, the home life of the Owen Downey family 


was a2 warm and happy one, The following letter writ- 


ten by the oldest daughter, Sarah Frances, from her 


boarding school when she was about 12 years old tells 


us much about an affectionate family, 


March 11, 1859 
Dear Ma, 


I received your kind letter and it 
encouraged me a great deal [ assure you. 
I was very homesick until I received it 
and then it all left, It does me so much 
good to get letters from home, 


I went over to Mr, (name not legible) 
and had a pleasant time, I went on horse- 
back and i left Mrs. McDowell very uneasy 
for fear It would fall off but I rode very 
well, 


I vish I could come home on the 4th 
of July «ud bring my friend to see what a 
happy tine we have, I hope you will not 
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move to Farkersburg for I think you 
would not like it. I like old Piedmont 
and would not like to move, 

Please do not forget my Spring 
shawl for I have none and the girls all 
have one and [ will look funny without 
one, 


Give my love to Stephen and Mason, 
Kiss Molly and Kate for me, 


Your Devoted Daughter, 


Fannie Downey 


Owen Downey was a man beloved and respected, 
He was of a happy disposition and possessed his share 
of Irish charm, Wis wife, Elizabeth, was an unusual 
woman of great dignity and serenity, She was of 
Quaker stock and her family was a wealthy and cultured 
one, originally from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

We shall follow in detail the story of their 
oldest son, Stephen Wheeler Downey, But just a few 
lines about their other children: 

George Mason became a Major in the United 
States Army. After the Civil War he went west to Salt 
Lake City, Utah, His grandson, Fairfax Downey, is one 
of the distinguished American writers of today, His 
home is in West Springfield, New Hampshire, 

The oldest daughter, Frances, married Judge 


Hutson, of Rawlings, West Virginia, They had a large 
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and successful family, many of whom now live in 
Baltimore, 

Billy Downey witnessed the shooting of 
Lincoln, He ran away to Laramie, “Wyoming, and became 
a government Surveyor, He married there and had one 
daughter, 

Molly married a wealthy railroad director 
named John Sheridan, They had two daughters, Xathleen 
and Amy. 

Kate Downey never married but made her 
home with the Sheridan family in Maryland until her 


death, 
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CHAPTER IV 


FOURTH GENERATION 


STEPHEN WHEELER DOWNEY 


Stephen Wheeler Downey, son of Owen Dorsey 
Downey and Elizabeth Powell Downey, was born in Western- 
port, Maryland, July 25, 1839. He died August 3, 1902 
in Laramie, Wyoming. He was educated at an academy by 
ex-Governor Francis Thomas of Maryland. At the outbreak 
of the Civil War he was engaged in the study of law in 
Governor Thomas' office in Cumberland, Maryland. He en- 
listed as a private in Company C, Third Regiment, 
Potomac Home Brigade, Maryland Infantry. He was pro- 
moted to first lieutenant January 1, 1862. He was 
seriously wounded and discharged honorably from the 
Union Army November 6, 1862, At the time of his dis- 
charge, he had achieved the rank of colonel, After he 
went west to Wyoming Territory in 1869, he was always 
called "The Colonel." 

After his discharge from the Union Army in 
1862, he formed a law partnership with Governor Thomas 
and practiced law in Washington, D. C, During the recon- 
struction period, Thomas was much in sympathy with the 
harsh views oi Thaddeus Stevens regarding Southern re- 


construction policies, Sharply in conflict with these 
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views, Stephen W. Downey moved to the Territory of 
Wyoming in 1869, 

In 1861 he married Fannie Fisher of Frostburg, 
Maryland, They had two daughters: Beulah, born in 
1862, and Fanchon, born in Washington, D. C., in 1865, 

Stephen W. Downey had much to do with shaping 
the early history of Wyoming, He held many public of- 
fices. Among others, these included membership in the 
Territorial Council, 1871 ~ 1875 - 1877, and Treasurer 
of the Territory, 1872-1875, He was elected as a 
Republican delegate to the Forty-sixth Congress of 
the United States, March 4, 1879-18651, He declined 
to accept the nomination again and returned to Wyoming 
where he again held many state offices. 

Col. Downey is often referred to as the 
"Father of the University of Wyoming" because of his 
untiring and successful efforts in securing the passage 
of the bill for its establishment. 

On July 25, 1872, Col. Downey married 
Evangeline Victoria Owen, after the death of his 
first wife, Fannie Fisher Downey, in 1870. Stephen 
W. Downey and Eva V. Owen were married at the Episcopal 
Church in Denver, Colorado, by the Right Rev. Bishop 


Randall. 
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Eva V. Owen was born December 2, 1853. She 
was of English and Welsh descent and was born in the 
Village cf Tockington near Bristol, England. Her grand- 
mother was Lettice Bonner Powell, who married William 
Cullimore, architect and builder, Her mother was 
Sarah Cullimore, who was born December 6, 1833 and died 
April 17, 1914, at Laramie, Wyoming. Her father was 
William Owen Owen of Welch descent. 

Eva Owen was brought to the United States by 
her parents when she was less than a year old, in 1854, 
Her parents were proselyted by missionaries of the 
Mormon Church and made the trip to America to join the 
settlement of Mormons in Salt Lake. Eva's mother, 
Sarah Cullimore Owen (Montgomery) was never in favor 
of the venture, However, she made the trip and landed 
with her husband and small baby, Eva, in New Orleans in 
1854 after a trip of storms, disease and hunger. But 
the hardships of the ocean voyage were small compared 
to those encountered in making the long trip overland 
to Salt Lake City, Utah, in a caravan of oxen-drawn 
prairie schooners. This caravan fought its way over 
fifteen hundred miles of prairies, scorching hot in 
summer, buried deep in frozen snow in the winter months, 


The number oi pioneers who died on these journeys from 
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starvation, exhaustion, disease and freezing tempera- 
tures will never be known, 

However, the Owen family reached Salt Lake 
sometime in 1855, William Owen immediately joined the 
Mormon Church and, at an undetermined date, was sent 
on a mission to Zurope, Sarah Owen could not accept 
the Mormon religion, In 1868 she decided to return 
to England with her children: Eva, Etta and William, 
She was able to go only as far as Laramie, Wyoming, 
which was then the terminus of the transcontinental rail- 
road. Here Sarah Cullimore Owen (Montgomery) 2/ made her 
home until she died in 1914, 

Eva Owen, her oldest daughter, married Col. 
Downey in 1872 and they had ten children, all of whom 
grew to maturity. She was a remarkable woman who, with- 
out the benefit of formal education, was far better in- 
formed than most of her college-trained children. Col. 


Downey suffered heavy financial reverses and a long 


1/ Sarah Cullimore Owen Montgomery, according to the 
Laramie Republican, April 18, 1914, was the first 
woman who voted for a president of the United States, 
This was in the election of 1892, The election of- 
ficials opened the polls fifteen minutes early that 
she might have this distinction. Wyoming at that 
time was the only state having woman suffrage. 
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illness beyore his death in 1902. It was his wife, 
Eva, who provided financially for the education of the 
younger children, 

The following editorial copied in part from 
The Laramie Republican-Boomerang at the time of her 


death October 20, 1937, tells of her life: 


Not only a life but a chapter in the 
annals of Wyoming ended last Monday, when 
Mrs. Eva V. Downey, beloved pioneer, closed 
her eyes in Geath, 


What a cavalcade of history has passed 
before those eyes! As a child's they looked 
on the interminable miles of the Overland 
trail, houseless, fenceless, peopled only by 
the crawling wagon train and the skulking 
menace of Indian raiders. As a girl's they 
saw the raw young life of a new town at 
rails’ end, lusty, violent, lawless. As a 
woman's they watched that town grow and 
mature, saw the prairie leased with fence 
and road, saw the trail-herds come and go 
again, saw the scout, the freighter, the 
stage driver, the cowboy, the land specu- 
lator, the oil wildcatter, follow one 
another in picturesque pagentry across the 
stage of an empire. 


They saw a sparsely populated territory 
graduate into state-hood. As a wife's and 
mother's eyes they watched husband and sons 
and daughters play honored roles in the develop- 
ment of the state. There is no more dis- 
tinguished name in Wyoming annals than Downey. 


For almost 70 years Mrs. Downey was a 
part of the life of Laramie. They were rich 
and eventful years; and hers was a rich and 
fruitful life. She was one of the last of 
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those sturdy pioneers whose stories parallel 
and epitomize the story of their comnunity, 

their state and the epoch to which they be- 

longed," 


Downey and Eva Owen Downey had ten children: 


I, 


ni ae 


Stephen Corlett Downey, August 29, 1873- 
1934, 


June Etta Downey, July 13, 1875-1932, 
(Internationally known psychologist. Name 
starred in 1927 "Men of Science." Con- 
tributed articles on "Handwriting," 14th 
Edition Encyclopedia Britannica, ) 


Norma Downey, June 17, 1877 - February, 
L956, 


Willie Virginia Downey (Mrs. R. G, Fitch), 
September 20, 1879, 


Owen Downey, 1801 - 1934, 

Sheridan Downey, 1804, 

(United States Senator from California 
1938-1950). 

Stephen Wheeler Downey [1, 1886, 


Evangeline Victoria Downey (Mrs, Faul 
Teetor), 16288, 


Alice Downey (Mrs, Elmer XK. Nelson), 1892, 


Dorothy Downey (Mrs, Morgan V. Spicer), 
1896, 
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The early history of Western Maryland and of 
West Virginia has been told in the previous chapters, 
Stephen W. Downey spent his boyhood in these states. 
The familiar story of the Civil War requires no re- 
peating save as it affects the personal life of our 
young Colonel, 

Immediately after he was wounded in action 
and compelled to leave the Union Army, Colonel Downey 
lived and practiced law with Governor Thomas in Wash- 
ington, D. C,, during the last years of the war and 
for a short time afterwards, 

When he went there in 1863, Washington, D. C., 
was a city of confusion and defeat. During the terrible 
fighting of the early months, the Capital became a 
great army camp and changed soon to a huge hospital. 
Hotels, warehouses, schools, churches, even the Capitol 
Building were converted as rapidly as possible to take 
care of the hungry, thirsty, wounded men sent to Wash- 
ington by the uncounted thousands, 

Stephen arrived there in the early summer of 
1863 and found the entire population of the city living 
in terrified expectation of an enemy attack. When the 
Battle of Gettysburg was fought and won in July, the 
pendulum of confidence swung far to the other extreme, 


But the end was nut yet? 
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The weary months of war dragged on. By 
1564 men were tired of fighting a useless war. Often 
Union and Confederate soldiers now slipped through un- 
guarded lines to visit and to talk; to sing the songs 
familiar to both North and South. Reason was taking 
the place of the emotional hysteria of hatred and bit- 
terness, After Lincoln was elected President for the 
second time in 1864, the war news continued to be en- 
couraging for the North, On the evening of December 
25, 1864, the President received Sherman's famous dis- 
patch: "I beg to present to you as a Christmas gift 
the City of Savannah," 

Now events began to move rapidly. On April 
3rd Richmond fell and on April 9th at Appomattox Court 
House, Grant and Lee shook hands, The Union terms of 
surrender were generous. The war was over, but tragedy 
soon followed. 

On Friday, April 14, 1865, the City of Wash- 
ington prepared to celebrate. General Grant was in the 
city for a conference with Lincoln, The rumor soon 
swept the city that the flincolns and Grants would at- 
tend Ford's Theatre that night. The words "Union' and 
"Grant" flashed by gaslights everywhere that night. The 


city blazed and cchoed to the name of the victorious 


val 
nethO .7Aaw easioat & guktdgit to bon orew a 
“Ago sds boqgsia wou ereibloa od rebeln t 
eynoe sft yate ot ; ist ot has stebnign agents bob 
antaag eew noesel Atos bas aax0% wHyod 08 
~tid eve batisd lo aixotayl Canoitome edt ie? sil 


ens 10% jnobizertd betoole asw sfoonkd tegtA 


“ng od od beuntiges ewan waw std” BoB ot oats be 
sodmeoed fo gnineve ede nO  tdtow ent wor ‘gata 


-~arb auwonmst 3 URS TITORE, 


sting, esmtertdd 2 en woy OF sini os posts ™ Hey 


as Heanavse sad ie ‘els | 
iat ae 


+ ae i, 


to enced ooind ofl none soode ood bas, coo 


oft at enw dnaad erened tin ¢ 
rae “coms ont sm Loombd aie 


-~4f- 


General, But Mrs, Grant excused herself and her hus- 
band from the theatre party. She and Mrs, Lincoln 
were not on friendly terms. 

Stephen's younger brother, Billy, who was 
living with him in Washington, witnessed the assassi- 
nation of Lincoln that night, He went to Ford's 
Theatre without his brother's permission and became 
an eyewitness of one of the most tragic events in 
American history, 

Billy afterwards could not recall clearly 
the sequence of events of that terrible night. It all 
happened too quickly to seem real! He heard the quiet 
of the theatre shattered by a shot; he saw a man 
leap from the President's box to the stage; and he 
heard him shout some mumbled words, Then Billy turned 
his terrified eyes back to Lincoln and glimpsed him for 
a second sitting motionless in his rocking chair, Even 
as he watched, he saw the President slump slowly down, 
Over Billy, as over an hundred others, there passed a 
feeling of complete disbelief, 

It was a matter of minutes before that hor- 
rified audience rushed from the theatre to tell the 
dreadful story. The President was carried across the 


street to a humble home, The crowd outside wept and 
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cursed, As the long hours passed, the crowds became 
Silent. It was not until the next morning when thous- 
ands of bells began to toll and flags everywhere dropped 
to half mast, that Billy returned home to bring Stephen 
the terrible news: Mr. Lincoln was dead, 

Those years that Stephen spent in Washington 
were unhappy ones. His young wife, Fannie, was slowly 
dying of tuberculosis, and his two little girls were 
often left in his mother's care, His relationship with 
his law partner, Governor Thomas, was now one of contro- 
versy and bitterness. The two men disagreed violently 
on Southern reconstruction policies, Thomas upheld the 
harsh views of Thaddeus Stevens; Stephen thought such 
a policy could lead only to another tragedy. There was, 
no long hope of reconciliation between the two men and 
the young Colonel decided he must map out a new career 
for himself. Not yet fully recovered from his wound, 
he decided to take deciSive actions, 

For a long time Stephen had wanted to move 
to the “est. There he hoped to find a state where a 
man could help shape its destinies. He wanted to leave 
behind him the bitterness and hatreds of the post Civil 
War period, He thought, too, that a higher, dryer 


climate might save his young wife's life. It must have 


Leet!” > 


=e. 


eneood abwots od} .bezeng ator anol odd aA 
~auandy nocty polaron teen eds Litjnu don eew tI: | 
beqqoth exedwyreve agelt bas setae ee 
aongete gatad oF omen heasudor anes Batt, eal ified « 
-baob ABW tis TOME, 


viwele enw nibiaek ‘aii ee alt prone (aan 3 
ovow zisin efttit owd eis! ban .ateoluoredus to gaikyb 
djiw qivgaoitales ai ,etéo a voediton aid af Jiel neyto 


“o1tn09 To 80 won egw  BAMOAT ‘rommenal aha sey wel ate a 
vitaelotv besrgcath sem ows oat ROH, bes, wan 

edt b forge samonT ices nos tOUKTEHOVOT | aces stay 
dove Idguods nodqade jamowore avebbedl! to. prety , dega | a 

RW otedt ¥Ybegn1 veddons. od Yiite baol bfuog. setae 8B 


bas som ows add soowsed, sottei.tonoog 19, vy mn re nol o 


. 

| 

Jonwow her mond boxe ener eter BOY, a. wt | 

en cotton ein ma aah... 2 wa 

eat oy -baaeaw ledge 4+ 2 of 8&4 tw oe 

ry over oanga a batt ot . ed sredT wat ot 
aunad ar pet any ait Per i 


ova sum a 


Kat te 


—50— 


been a difficult decision to make, but Stephen, too, 
like his forebears, was an adventurer by nature. 

Soon after he moved to Wyoming Territory in 
1869, the Colonel included in one of his public speeches 
a paragraph explaining why he left powerful friends, a 
well-ordered life, and a promising career to journey 


westward: 


The visitor to our national Capitol in 
Washington, after passing through the vast 
rotunda, wanders into a gallery overhanging 
the vast and beautiful hall in which one 
branch of the Congress of the United States 
assembles. As he mounts the marble steps, he 
suddenly stops, his eyes riveted upon a paint- 
ing. It represents an emigrant train cross- 
ing the Rocky Mountains, You see before you 
the ponderous wagon, drawn by the ever-plodding 
oxen, with all the implements of frontier Ttife 
in full view. Far back you behold the dying 
embers of last night's camp; immediately in 
front of the main party you see the stalwart 
guide mounted upon his horse with his ever- 
ready rifie in hand. You see mountain after 
mountain towering in the distance until the 
very clouds are rent asunder, And upon the 
loftiest crag, one of that brave band of 
pioneers is planting our national flag, I 
want my hand to be one of those that shall 
trace upon the historic walls of the Capitol 
the future of this great Western Land, 


And what did the young Colonel find when 
he arrived in Laramie, Wyoming, in 1669? He found a 


lawless, energetic tent city where men settled their 


difficulties with a revolver or a knife and few ques- 
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tions were asked, He found a pioneer town without 
trees or flowers where drinking water sold for a dol- 
lar a barrel, But he also found a town and a state 
determined to accomplish great things. Colonel Downey 
was soon recognized as one of .the leaders and most 
promising politicians of Wyoming Territory, His new 
life had begun, 

In December, 1869, the Territory of Wyoming 
achieved national fame by passing the "Woman's Suffrage 
Bill". This marked the beginning of women's rights to 
vote and to serve on juries. Colonel Downey played an 
important part in this reform, 

Laramie soon became a law-abiding town. Churches 
and schools were established and the outlaws moved to 
more promising fields, 

In 1872 Colonel Downey's wife died. His two 
little girls were still in Piedmont with his mother, 
and he threw all of his energy into the building of 
this frontier town that was to be his home for more 
than thirty years, 

In 1674 he married Eva Owen, a yojng English 
girl, who had crossed the continent in a covered wagon 
seventeen years before, She was much younger than 


the Colonel, but their marriage was one of mutual devotion, 
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The Colonel's two little girls soon came to Laramie 
to make their home. Ten children, all of whom grew 
to maturity, arrived at regular intervals to con- 
tribute to the population of the new town, 
It would not be possible to tell the story 
of these twelve children in a short family history. 
The next chapter will devote a few lines to each, They 
led interesting and successful lives, and a brief record 
of each one may help future family genealogists. 
I'li let the record tell the story of Colonel 
Downey's life, adding only enough information to link 
together the different periods of his life. This is 
the story of Stephen Wheeler Downey, Colonel in the 
Union Army at the age of 21; Delagate to Congress from 
Wyoming Territory; Father of the University of Wyoming. 
The first personal letter i find addressed 
to Stephen was written to him by Governor Thomas when 


he was thirteen years of age. 


Frankville, August 29,1853, 
Dear Stephen - 


The school in the neighborhood of my farm 
will open next Monday, I want you to be there 
at the commencement, - - = -— Take the cars 
and go to Cumberland, Stay there all night 
and on the next day take the cars for Berlin 
below Harper's Ferry, You can leave your lug- 
gage at Berlin and walk to my farm, My 
brother will have a servant pick up your 
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luggage. - - - - If you need money to 
pay expenses call upon your Father for 
it and I will repay him, 


Yours sincerely 


Francis Thomas 


Frankville, July 4, 1857 
Dear Stephen - 


My servant man Harry has ten dol- 
lars to buy for himself a coat and 
pantaloons, Will you have the kind- 
ness to represent him in making a 
selection so that he may not be im- 
posed upon. He ought to select dark 
colors, 


Yours truly, 


Francis Thomas 


A letter from Robert T. Craighill, dated 
April 19, 1857, Charlestown, West Virginia, tells 
something of the school life of Stephen Wheeler 


Downey: 


Dear Stephen: 


Ever since I saw you last, which was 
about a year ago, I have daily intended to 
write to you but I did not know your address, 
I have asked Cousin Kate but she gave me 
no satisfactory answer. She thought it 
was Frankxville. I learn from Uncle Thomas 
that you are at Montevue. I should like very 
much to go to Maryland now but I am going to 
school at present and do not wish to lose 
any time, 
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We moved to Charlestown to live 
and Y can assure you I think it is about 
the poorest place to live in except 
Harvers Ferry that I ever saw, 


Uncle Thomas tells me you are read- 
ing the first book of Caesar, I am also. 
Tell Jimmy Thomas he must come over and 
see us, and you must come too, but I 
suppose you are in my condition exactly 
and can't leave school. 


Give my love to Cousin Kate and 
tell her she must come over to Jefferson 
to see us. Stephen, please try and 
come over during your vacation, Write 
to me soon and remember me as your 
friend, 


Robert T. Craighill 


A letter from Montevue (Home of Governor 
Thomas), January 23, 1857, from Jimmy Thomas (Gover- 
nor Thomas' nephew), gives us another glimpse of 


Stephen Wheeler Downey's early life. 


Dear Stephen - 


Your very kind letter came a few 
days ago, I hope you will not think 
from my long silence I wish to give you 
up as a correspondent. Far from it. 


We have had two dancing parties 
since you left. Miss Mary Hilleary in- 
tends giving one next Thursday evening 
and wishes you were here, Miss Mary 
Lizzie is to be married in the Spring. 
Do you not think it enough to break my 
heart? 


I suppose you are in fine glee 
about the wedding so shortly to come 
off near you, I did not say anything 
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to Miss Kip about your going to Piedmont 
but she says she is bound to make you go 
so she may find the secret out. She has 
at last come to the conclusion that you 
and Miss Kate are not engaged, 

Miss Mary West was asked by Miss 
Jennie to wait on her but the Priest for- 
bids her as they are to be married by an 
Episcopal Minister. After she gave up 
going the Priest told her she could go 
but not witness the ceremony. 

Uncle Frank (Governor Thomas) left 
for a trip. Poor man, nothing would be 
more good than to see him out of his dif- 
ficulties, With best wishes for your 
happiness, I remain 

Very Respectfully, 


Jas, Thomas 


These letters indicate that the life of 
Stephen Wheeler Downey as a boy and a young man was 
much like that of the boys of today. Shortly before 
the Civil War, Governor Thomas opened a law office in 
Cumberland, Maryland, Six young men, including Stephen 
Wheeler Downey and Jimmy Thomas, were studying law there 
when Fort Sumpter was fired upon on April 12, 1860, 
Three of these men enlisted in the Union Army; three in 
the Confederate. The war of brother against brother, 
friend against friend, had begun, These young men were 
devoted companions but now divided loyalties swept 


them apart forever. 
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STATEMENT OF THE MILITARY SERVICE OF 
STEPHEN W, DOWNEY 

Late of the 3d Potomac Home Brigade 
Maryland Volunteers 


Stephen W. Downey was enrolled Septem- 
ber 12, 1861, and mustered into service 
October 31, 1861, as a private, Company C, 
3d Potomac Home Brigade Regiment, Maryland 
Infantry Volunteers, to serve three years. 


He was mustered in as first lieutenant, 
same company, to date January 1, 1862, and 
as first lieutenant and adjutant, same regi- 
ment, January 25, 1862; is reported on the 
muster roll of the field and staff of the 
regiment, for March and April, 1862, as 
promoted to the grade of lieutenant-colonel 
March 1, 1862; was mustered in as colonel 
of the regiment to date September &, 1862; 
and was honorably discharged the service as 
colonel, in special orders, 8th Army Corps, 
dated November 6, 1862, on tender of resig- 
nation, 


Official statement furnished to Colonel 
Stephen W. Downey, 


By authority of the Secretary of War: 


Colonel, U. S. Army, 
Chief, Record and Pension Office. 


Record and Pension Office, 
War Department, July 17, 1895. 


During the early years of the war leaders 
were badly needed and Stephen's advance in rank was 
rapid, In January, 1862, General Fremont requested 


that he be assigned to his staff, While in this posi- 


Ss bidet pee ot 
Feira ae We eum Bw Saat cf 
(800L .2 sodme ens , 


Ar uD wre Ado yi 
-gieax to rebmasd nO 


feno'fod oF bodetatut — 


sabaiele 8 av pong 
Seok? to wofaned bas buos 


Se 


tion, Stephen W, Downey acted as scout and was highly 


recommended by General Fremont for promotion, 


This Boonsburo incident occurred 
when the rebel army under Longstreet 
and Hill made their raid into Maryland 
and just before the battle of Antietam, 
The advance of the rebel army had come 
up to within a mile or so of Boonsburo 
and halted when "Stonewall" Jackson, 
accompanied by a squad of Colonel Payne's 
(Black Horse) Cavalry stopped at the 
house of John Murdock, Colonel Douglass 
with Colonel French and two or three 
others rode into town. As they were 
riding leisurely down Main Street, they 
suddenly heard the sound of rapidly 
approaching cavalry and turned and 
fled, the Union troops following close 
behind and firing upon them, Before 
they were out of town they saw General 
Jackson leisurely approaching them, 
walking and leading his horse, He im- 
mediately mounted and with the others 
beat a hasty retreat on their back 
track, 


Hearing the firing, a squad of the 
Black Horse Cavalry mounted and rushed 
forward to the relief of their imperiled 
chief and met and checked the pursuit. 
Mr. Douglass, in his article says: 


"The Union force which made this 
dash into town was not a large one, only 
twenty-one men of the lst Maryland 
Cavalry, under command of Lieutenant 
Colonel S. W. Downey (afterward member 
of Congress from Wyoming) who had his 
horse shot under him and was seriously 
wounded, and at whose instance the raid 
was made," 


Coming across this little bit of 
interesting history in which our friend, 
Colonel Downey, figured so prominently, 
we went to the Colonel with it, his 
rrr 


-¥a- 


yidgld esw bas 1698 en baton y ay ; 


siw Bran betnvom vioss : | 
“doa vel no ha aus A vice £. ig 
Hea a al) 


edt te fil Gi — add Satseoh va ; 
bodaus bus bodnvom yilaved earon foata a 
holitoqm: kody Yo. qotled ed? of +s Noel a 
stivaceq oft bedpots bas som bas Yekdo =” Dy. 
[BY ee olotian aus mk | Re, ial | ee 


sede ‘brawred ta) on 
akd bail only haar 


GS 


office being next door to the Sentinel 
office, to try to get some further par- 
ticulars of the affair. 


Colonel Downey said: "My regiment, 
the 3rd Maryland, was stationed at a 
point between Martinsburg and Harper's 
Ferry, at Kearnysville, on the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad, On the morning of the 
10th of September I determined to ascer- 
tain, if possible, what troops had in- 
vaded Maryland. I left Kearnysville 
with a small detachment of cavalry, in 
command of Captain Shamburg, all told 
twenty-one men, We took the road to 
Shepherdsville, crossed the Potomac 
River, took the road to Boonsborro, and 
over what afterwards became historic 
ground, where the great battle of 
Antietam was fought. About a mile from 
Boonsborro I was in advance and saw the 
| picket of the enemy, consisting of four 
or five, We immediately started in pur- 
suit of them, believing we could over~ 
take and capture them before they reached 
the main force. I do not know to what 
1 command they belonged; they may have been 
the Black Horse Cavalry. We gained on 
them as they neared the town and came 
within firing distance. I was riding a 
very powerful gray horse and he kept me 
some distance ahead of Captain Shamburg 
and his men. I fired all the shots out 
of my revolver at them, As we entered 
the town from the south on a road at right 
angles to the main thoroughfare, finding 
we were gaining on them, I tried to return 
my revolver to the holster but was unable 
to do so and threw it away, (The proprietor 
of the hotel there afterwards told me that 
he found it and kept it as a relic of the 
war.) 


"As we dashed into the main street of 
the town we saw a great many horses hitched 
along the street and rebel soldiers running 
to and fro as though frightened at our 
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approach; the number in the town appeared 
to be about seventy-five or one hundred 
men, Some mounted their horses and took 
the ro2zd running east from Boonsborro 

and we pursued about half a mile beyond 
the town, still firing. My horse brought 
me up into the midst of the enemy and 
with my saber I unhorsed one of them and 
have often wondered since if I inflicted 
upon him a fatal injury. I struck hin 
just in the back of the neck and if Mr. 
Hy. Kid Douglass will give me his name I 
will take it as a great favor, 


"My horse was shot and I was badly 
injured by his falling upon me, One of 
Captain Shamburg's men by the name of 
Merriman was the first one to reach me, 
and although I was stunned and bruised I 
was still able to ride, He gave me his 
horse and succeeded in catching one that 
belonged to the enemy (being the horse be- 
longing to the man whom I had unhorsed., ) 


"We were now in full view of a divi- 
sion of Jackson's army and saw them pre- 
paring for action, they evidently believ- 
ing that our force was the advance of a 
very large one, Seeing it was useless to 
go any further in the face of the enemy we 
turned to make our escape; passed back 
through Boonsborro and took the same road 
on which we entered the town, 


"We had some fighting in Boonsborro 
as we retreated, but certainly there was 
no desperate attempt to stop us, as the 
only one wounded in my command was myself 
and Y lost but one man, captured, and he 
went back to secure a piece of baggage or 
something that he dropped in the skirmish, 


"Y was told afterwards by the citizens 
that I passed very near to Stonewall Jack- 


son and had {I known him, could have easily 


captured him, but of course this is mere 
rumor and may not have been true," 
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After being wounded at Boonsboro, Stephen 
insisted on riding to Harpers Ferry hoping to warn 

the garrison of Union troops stationed there of the 
advance of the troops under General Jackson, He was 
too late! The Confederates attacked Harpers Ferry 
September 15, 1862, The position was hopeless and 
11,000 Union prisoners surrendered that day. Stephen 
Wheeler Downey was immediately paroled and exchanged, 
On November 8, 1862, because of the severity of his 
wounds, he left the army. 

But, by 1863, Colonel Downey was sufficiently 
recovered to write to General Fremont asking his advice 
about returning to active service. The following 
letter from General Fremont was found in his file. 


It is dated New York, 22 February 1863. 


My dear Colonel - 


The prospect of active service 
brings you to my mind this morning. 
Did I write to say that you were at 
liberty to use my name for any refer- 
ence you desire to make? It will al- 
ways give me pleasure to serve you. 

I shall endeavor to get you with me if 
you so desire, 


Yours truly, 


J. Fremont 


What prevented Colonel Downey from return- 


ing to active service I do not know, The story of 
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his life from the time he left Washington, D. C., 
about 1867 until he went to Laramie, Wyoming, in 
1869, is unknown to me. A newspaper notice dated 
September 13, 1065 is the only document available 
for the period that he spent in Washington. It was 


published in a Washington newspaper. 


The partnership between the undersigned 
to practice law in the District of Colum- 
bia having been dissolved by mutual con- 
sent on the 15th of August, 1865, we 
hereby name Malcolm Gregory, Attorney-at- 
law of Washington, D. C., as the party 
authorized to settle up all unfinished 
business. 


Francis Thomas 
Stephen W. Downey 


There are innumerable clippings available 
about the life of the Colonel after he went to Wyoming. 
I shall choose a few which best illustrate the story 
of his life. 


Source: Laramie Republican —- Saturday, December 11, 1897. 


COL, DOWNEY 


Col. Stephen W. Downey was the first prose- 
cutor of Albany county and through his ef- 
forts law and order were brought out of law- 
lessness and chaos, He it was who served 
the county so faithfully when the jury com- 
posed of women was in the box and struck 
terror to the criminal classes. At the bar 
of the county and stato ho sorvod with pwreat 
ability, placing him at onco In tho Fore 
most ranks of his profession Ln the west. 

In 1878 he was elected to congress, polling 
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a tremendous majority of the votes of the 
territory. His opponent was E. L. Pease 
of Evanston, From the national legisla- 
ture the people of Wyoming received much 
through Mr. Downey's influence, the public 
surveys being pushed with vigor and the 
lands being opened to immigration and 
settlement, He declined to become a can- 
didate for a second term and devoted his 
time largely to the development of the 
resources of the state, 


Many times has he represented Albany 
county in the legislature and served 

the house as speaker with marked dis- 
tinction. He was the father of the bill 
creating the Wyoming university, and 
when it or any of its branches have been 
in danger he has ever rushed to its de- 
fense. In the constitutional convention 
genius and ability marked his course and 
he was one of the most capable of the 
members of that body of lawmakers. 


In his home life Col. Downey has ever 

been a loving and constant husband and 
father, whose home-coming has been a source 
of delight and pleasure to the household. 
His large, intelligent and interesting 
family has been brought up in the fear 

and nurture of the law and the shadow of 
the great university which he did so much 
to establish is being cast athwart the 
lives of his children. 


He has been unfortunate. From the days 
when he entered the state as a pioneer 

he has pinned his faith to our great 
mineral resources, and with that same 
tenacity with which the aged gambler turns 
again and again to the faro table Col, 
Downey has lost his accumulations in 

the development of mining prospects in 
the mountains. The Centennial lead was 
one of the first great prospects to at- 
tract his attention, Samples from that 
vein ran away up into the thousands of 
dollars, and at one period he was offered 
$100,000 for his interest. He believed, 
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however, that it was more valuable than 
it was, and the offer was refused. If 
there were millions in this mine the 
colonel believed they should be trans- 
ferred to the pockets of Wyoming men, 

who had found and developed it. We all 
know the result--the vein pinched out 

and all was lost. At Douglas, Gold Hill 
and elsewhere the same bad fortune has 
dogged his footsteps, but his confidence 
in our mineral future has not been dimmed 
and he is today just as ready as ever to 
lend his aid in any mining project promis- 
ing success, 


His service in Congress was vigorous and 
productive, While there, he achieved fame in rather 


an odd way. 


May 1, 1880 
THE WYOMING WARBLER 
From the St. Louis Republican, 


Byron "awoke one morning and found 
himself famous."' So did Downey. Both 
were made famous by poems; Byron by 
"Childe Harold,'' Downey by "The Immortals," 
But Downey did what Byron never could 
have done; he published his poem as a 
speech in the Congressional Record, and 
thereby gave it to a waiting world with 
the apparent indorsement and approval 
of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States. Downey has hitherto 
hidden his light under a bushel, so to speak, 
Born in "Maryland, my Maryland," his in-- 
fantile ears were tickled by "the Old Line 
bugle, fife and drum," inspiring him to 
noble deeds. As soon as petticoats were 
exchanged for pantaloons, the spirit of 
adventure moved him to the wild and win- 
some west, even to far and fair Wyoming, 
where he industriously grew up with the 
country and in due time was elected con- 
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gressional delegate therefrom, With his 
foot upon the lowest round of the political 
ladder, his eagle eye soared to the top 
and his mighty brain evolved a plan for 
distancing all rivals in the race for 
glory. He would not walk or run, but fly; 
and he made himself the oddest pair of 
wings that ever fluttered in any atmos- 
phere, one of these pinions being a pre- 
amble in the shape of the Apostle's Creed, 
and the other a resolution appropriating 
$500,000 to be invested in frescoing the 
walls of the capitol with scenes from the 
life of Christ. 


On these wings he rose high enough to 
drop "The Immortals" into the Congressional 
Record, and is now awaiting the result with 
that serenity which comes from the conscious- 
ness of fulfilled renown, 


The University of Wyoming: 


COL. STEPHEN W. DOWNEY 
CALLED "THE FATHER OF 
WYOMING UNIVERSITY" 


Col. Stephen W. Downey, soldier, law- 
yer, and politician, whose daughter, Dr, 
June E. Downey, is professor of psychology 
at the University of Wyoming, has been re- 
ferred to as "The Father of the University 
of Wyoming," 


"The Chronicles of the Alumni of the 
University of Wyoming," a souvenir pub- 
lished in honor of the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary and reunion, June 1911, gives an 
account of his efforts to establish the 
University. 


"From early days Colonel Downey had 
desired the erection of a university, and 
when the monument at Sherman was about to 
be erected he had written to Honorable F. 
L. Ames endeavoring to persuade him to 
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found and endow a university for Wyoming. 
In this he was unsuccessful, but, from 
time to time, he spoke favoring such an 
institution, and in 1886 championed the 
bill making an appropriation for the same. 
(The bill including the provision for its 
being located in Laramie was passed after 
a long, hard fight. The University opened 
in September, 1887, operating as a terri- 
torial institution with no federal aid, 
When Wyoming became a state in 1890 the 
first state legislature passed a law accept- 
ing a federal aid for the University, which 
gave it a new growth.) Of the subsequent 
new board of trustees after recognition, 
Colonel Downey was made president, in 
which position he served a long time, As 
a member of the second and third state 
legislatures he endeavored to keep the 
University at Laramie and was successful, 
though a hard fight was made against it." 


Matthew's Cathedral: 


Source: Laramie Republican, August 7, 1902, 


"Colonel Downey's death removes one 
more of the vestry of St. Matthew's par- 
ish at the time Laramie became the see 
city of the diocese of Wyoming and Idaho. 
When the matter was finally settled and 
Bishop Talbot had located the see here, 
he was asked what had most influenced 
him to the action. The city was young and 
full of vim, but there must be some senti- 
mental reason, the vestry argued, and so 
the question. The bishop made reply quot- 
ing from a letter written by Colonel Downey. 
He said the matter of the town's availabi- 
lity had been so forcefully brought out, 

SO many arguments used, so much said in 
favor of Laramie that he could not resist 
the influence of the writer's logic and so 
the location was made, Colonel Downey was 
the author of the letter and the bishop had 
been guided thereby. 
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Home Life: 


WHEN I WAS A LITTLE GIRL 
FATHER 
To my Downey Family--with love. 
Fanchon Downey Smith 


Some years ago a man said to me, "I 
knew your father Colonel Downey in early 
days in Laramie, Wyoming. He was one of 
the finest men I ever met, I'll never for- 
get him. And you and your sister were 
little pioneers," 


My thoughts turned back to early days 
in Wyoming and to a dear lovable father 
who was kind and sympathetic and generous 
to a fault. He was progressive and public 
Spirited, a man of fine principles, one 
who tried to be just in his decisions. He 
also had many talents. No wonder this 
friend would always remember him! "Arise 
and Conquer,'' was the motto he wrote on 
the fly leaf of books he gave us. He often 
wrote these words at the top of a letter 
or at its close. Too well he knew that if 
you once faiter along the road of life it 
is hard to get a fresh start! 


Father was a devout Episcopalian and 
Sunday in our home had to be observed by 
attending Church and Sunday School, and 
we had nothing but sacred music on that day. 
If they had no minister, he read the ser- 
vices and prayers at Church, in an effort 
to keep the little band together. Sunday 
breakfast was his favorite meal. He en- 
joyea having a friend or two to share it 
with us, which they often did. It usually 
consisted of fried chicken or fried oysters 
in season, (these oysters were fresh and 
came in large sealed cans packed in ice), 
saratoga potatoes, waffles and coffee. 
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When a baby arrived in our home to 
cuddle and love our cup of joy was full. 
And each baby in turn was welcome and 
made its own place in our hearts. Every 
morning we all knelt by our chairs and to- 
gether said the Lord's Prayer. As the 
little ones came along sometimes the baby 
would creep into the kitchen and have to 
be rescued from the coal bucket, but 
father was undisturbed. At meals he al- 
ways asked the blessing and if the baby 
on one side of him beat on the high chair 
with a spoon, or the little one on the 
other side pulled at his coat sleeve, dur- 
ing this time he was always patient with 
them, 


He was a devoted father and enjoyed 
his children, It was never too much 
trouble to get up in the night and help 
with a baby who had colic, measure out 
cough syrup for another one of us, or 
hunt the goose grease and flannel for a 
chest cold. Wyoming winters were severe, 
and the houses not so well built as today, 
were hard to heat, even with plenty of 
fuel. 


Father wrote blank verse and plays-- 
he delighted in paintings and art. He 
was poetic and visionary. Too visionary 
perhaps for his own good. Many times he 
would carry the baby from room to room re- 
citing "The Raven."" Sometimes when it was 
nearly dark I'd listen to him and think 
how frightened I'd be if that raven came 
and perched on the window sill, looked at 
me with his shiny black eyes and said 
"Nevermore!" About that time I'd keep 
pretty close to father, Another day the 
baby would be accompanied by "Why Should 
the Spirit of Mortal be Proud?" I thought 
a good deal about it but was never able 
to answer the question, 
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At times father's mood would change, 
and sitting down he would trot the baby 
on his knee and sing "It mus' be now de 
kingdom comin' in de year ob Jubilo." Or 
"J'll bet my money on de bob-tail nag, 
somebody bet on de bay.'' Although he loved 
music it was hard for him to carry a tune, 
and he kept time better when he marched, 
than when he sang. I'd have to help him 
keep the tune. We might go on and sing 
"Lightly May the Board Row," "Little Brown 
Jug,'' "My Bonnie Lies over the Ocean," and 
"Old Uncle Ned." When a circus came to 
town we added to our list that popular 
classic of today, "The Daring Young Man 
on the Flying Trapeze." 


Aside from being a lawyer he was an 
arbiter and peacemaker. People were al- 
ways coming to him with their troubles. 
If a wayward child ran away from home, if 
a man quarreled with his wife or if a per- 
son went crazy, someone concerned came to 
father for help. When boys broke windows 
in the Chinese laundry, a Chinaman came 
to complain, if they chased a ranchman's 
cow, he came, no matter what those boys 
did, although he might not approve of 
their actions, he was the one who had to 
be peacemaker for them, He felt that 
someone must keep them from going from 
bad to worse. Billy Owen, his young 
brother-in-law, was one of the ring lead- 
ers. Most of them grew to be good men 
and held responsible positions, In later 
years they would tell how Colonel Downey 
had been their best friend. 


As father became interested in poli- 
tics and busy more and more with projects 
of Laramie or Wyoming, gradually the bur- 
den of the home and responsibility of the 
younger children shifted to mother's shoul- 
ders. She was equal to it, on she went 
with indomitable courage and strength urg- 
ing the children who had talent to use it 
to advantage. With her help and by their 
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own perseverance they followed their 
chosen paths bringing honor to the home 
and to their pioneer mother who deserves 
ate 


Father had several outstanding traits 
or ideas of his own, 


He never allowed us to borrow. If 
we were out of anything we must do with- 
out or someone must go to the store after 
it. But we could lend to the neighbors, 


Every hungry man who came to the door 
must be fed, and there were many. 


He thought a married woman, especially 
his wife should wear a bonnet. When hats 
came into style, several times she came 
home with one, but it always had to go back 
to the milliner to have wide silk or ribbon 
strings put on to tie under the chin, Ac- 
cording to his idea this transformed it into 
a bonnet. 


As a rule he was late to meals and we 
children were sent to his office to tell 
him dinner or supper was ready. It was a 
happy excursion when we could take the baby 
in the buggy. This delighted father but 
delayed rather than hurried the meal, as 
whoever was in the office stopped to admire 
the baby. 


At Christmas father always had a varied 
assortment of pocket knives to give away, 
Jack knives for boys, pearl handled ones for 
others, In those days friends exchanged 
gifts and if one unlooked for came to the 
house, or an unexpected guest arrived he 
always had just the knife suitable. After 
I was grown I still had several he had given 
me at different times, even to a tiny watch 
charm penknife with mother-of-pearl handle, 
that he had given my mother many years be- 
fore, 
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Often father read aloud evenings as 
many men did in those days. Usually from 
the best periodicals of the day, or from 
the classics. He also read humorous selec- 
' tions, The Youth's Companion came for us 
children, 


He took great pleasure in dinner 
parties, especially those in his own home, 
These called for the best china, tall 
thin-stemmed goblets and polished silver, 
including cake baskets and the table 
caster. After dinner the evenings were 
spent in a social way, Some played the 
piano and sang, others told stories or 
read selections. Judge Meldrum usually 
sang "Tenting Tonight," "Faded Coat of 
Blue," and "Flow Gently Sweet Afton," He 
could play a few chords on the piano to 
accompany himself. Later Bill Nye and 
his wife came to Laramie and contributed 
their talent to the gatherings. "Kathleen 
Mavourneen," "Mocking Bird," "Old Kentucky 
Home," and "Maryland, My Maryland," were 
among father's favorites. He was fond of 
negro melodies and songs of the Reconstruc- 
tion period, most of them sad, 


These old timers as a rule, made a 
good living and had as comfortable homes 
as was possible under the conditions, We 
had brussels carpets, in flowered patterns, 
lace curtains, marble top dressers and 
tables, and plenty of good lamps. Father 
was a good provider, I remember there 
were usually several barrels of apples in 
the cellar or elsewhere covered with strips 
of carpet or sacks, to keep out the frost, 
a wooden box of raisins in bunches on the 
pantry shelf along with many other tempt- 
ing things. A good deal of the time there 
was a hired girl to help with the work. 
Father never asked how she could use so 
much butter, or what had become of the soap. 
He wanted his family to have the best he 
could give them. 
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Women and children wore so many gar- 
ments and they were so frilled and tucked 
it was hard to keep the laundry done, A 
woman used to come once a week to wash 
‘and iron. Sometimes I'd be sent out to 
the wash house (it would be laundry now) 
to see if she needed soap or starch, and 
I liked to sit on a box in the corner un- 
til she found out. She'd tell me about 
her two little boys. If a coal train had 
come in sometimes they'd take empty gunny 
sacks and walk up the track to pick up 
any lumps of coal that fell from the top 
of loaded cars. If the cars bumped many 
times there'd be plenty of coal for all 
the boys who went after it. 


She hoped she'd get home before their 
father, so she could help the boys hide 
the coal. If he got there first he'd take 
it up to a saloon and trade it for whiskey. 
Sometimes she'd sing her favorite song, 


"Father dear father come home 
with me now, 
The clock in the steeple struck 
one" 
(then two- then three), 


as she shook out an infant's dress a yard 
and a half long trimmed with tucks and 
lace, or the best embroidered pillow shams, 
to admire them. We children often looked 
to see if there were two little turnover 
pies left we could send the boys, if not 
we could get some red apples, 


With the wind blowing as it did, ashes 
and dirt from stoves and no modern conven- 
iences it was hard to keep the houses 
clean. In summer too, the flies were bad, 
The screen doors were covered with mosquito 
netting instead of wire mesh, and not quite 
satisfactory. Every morning with window 
shades down we drove out the flies, using 
feather dusters. To our consternation 
they would all be in again by night. But 
I remember in Maryland my grandmother had 
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a long brush made of peacock feathers, 
that the colored boy used to keep the 
flies away from the dining table. Wire 
Screens came into use later. 


The men of the community were work- 
ing together to better conditions in every 
way, they wanted to stamp out vice and 
crime. The wives heiped in these things 
and looked after their families. For 
diversion they had lessons in painting, 
making wax flowers, enlarging pictures, 
and various kinds of embroidery and art 
work, as different teachers came to 
Laramie. Now and then Church affairs 
were held, as a rule before election, to 
bring out the candidates, who would find 
out how popular they were and buy chances 
on the family album or swinging silver 
water pitcher, or a doll for someone's 
baby. 


The Literary Association aiso gave 
public entertainments that called for 
the talent of the town. Sometimes we were 
taken to these and could enjoy hearing 
different members sing, "Leave the Beau- 
tiful Gates Ajar," and such heart break- 
ing songs, livened up by "Comin' Through 
the Rye," "If the Men Were All Transported," 
and many others, some of them in costume, 
These were interspersed with tableaux, 
recitations and readings. “Over the Hills 
to the Poor House," "The Bells," "Barefoot 
Boy,'' and 'Maude Mulier" were among the 
favorites. 


Parents were never too busy to take 
time off for an entertainment the child- 
ren might enjoy. When the midgets Mr. 
and Mrs. Tom Thumb, her sister Minnie 
Warren and Commodore Nutt, were being 
shown over the country, they stopped 
off in Laramie. Other midgets much smal- 
ler than these have been shown since, but 
none so widely known, Without the aid of 
radio, airplane or auto, they had been 
brought into fame by Barnum and his circus. 
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When they came to Laramie they had 
with them a small gorgeous barouche which 
had been presented by Queen Victoria of 
England, The body of it resembled an 
‘English walnut. When these four little 
people were exhibited in Ivinson's Hall, 
Mrs, Tom Thumb and Minnie Warren wore 
long trained dresses made of rich satin, 
in the latest styles and many valuable 
jewels they had received during their 
world travels. It was a day we children 
would never forget. 


The churches all joined together for 
the Christmas tree, and this was an out- 
standing event, All of the parents worked 
together but no one enjoyed doing it more 
than father, In those days there were no 
glass and tinsel ornaments, but all were 
fashioned in a magic way of glossy red and 
green, and silver and gold paper, by the 
mothers. Candy bags of tarleton, festoons 
of popcorn and cranberries decorated this 
tree, while dozens of candles threw a radiance 
over the fragrant branches, instilling in 
all of us the spirit of Christmas, 


The tree was loaded with picture books, 
toy wagons and tin horses, dolls and every- 
thing to delight children, Warm mittens, 
scarfs and books of adventure for half 
grown boys and girls, and many hand made 
articles for grown ups. Pop corn, candy and 
apples for all. China dolls with sawdust 
bodies, pink cheeks and painted yellow or 
brown hair, displaying gay and wonderful 
dresses and bonnets, nodded to us from the 
branches, If a bracket lamp smoked the 
chimney, if ashes sifted from the red hot 
stove, or if one letter in the evergreen 
motto “Peace on Earth," slipped from place, 
parents may have been disturbed, but to us 
children nothing mattered except that it 
was Christmas Eve, Christmas carols never 
meant more than they did in that pioneer 
church, as they echoed in the rafters, and 
were carried off on the frosty air. 
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In my mind is a vivid picture of father 
at a patriotic meeting, standing near the 
flag he cherished, Now and then his hand 
would touch its folds, as in a magnetic way 
he talked of the love of country and home, 
of Lincoln and brotherly love, or of Wyom- 
ing and its future. 


(Signed) Fanchon Downey Smith, 


Address: 
5608 Ocean View Drive 
Oakland, California. 


Spring 1937 


Death of Colonel Downey - August 3, 1902, 


Source: Laramie Republican 1902 


LESSON OF COLONEL DOWNEY'S LIFE 


The death of Colonel Stephen W, Downey 
has left another gap in the thinning ranks 
of the pioneers, who came with the buoyancy 
of youth to build up Wyoming, in the days 
when it was away out on the frontier, It 
took much courage then to create law and 
order from the chaos which prevailed, and 
it is largely due to his efforts that our 
struggling community was built upon the 
solid foundations of law and order. In com- 
mon with others, living and dead, in the 
great work of reclaiming the desert, erect~ 
ing school houses, planting homes, mining 
and the encouragement of proper immigration, 
he worked with herculean efforts to warm 
the inhospitable heart of Nature. It took 
men like these to stand by the country 
through good and evil report, and to sacri- 
fice the precious years of the prime of 
manhood towards the upbuilding and the up- 
lifting of the Great West. Colonel Downey's 
vision was deeper than most men and he 
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saw early the possibilities of the great 
arid region and the certainties of the 
mineral wealth of the mountain region that 
lies around about us. His many and dis- 
‘couraging attempts to develop a great mine 
it is true enured largely to the benefit 
of others who were fortunate enough to 
find the right spot, yet his failure was 

a necessity in order that success might 

be rendered possible. His faith never 
wavered and failure did not dampen his 
ardor, It is to men like these, more than 
to the cautious, conservative and shrewd 
that we are indebted to our growth as a 
city and county for it seems to be an in- 
exorable law that the pioneers must blaze 
the way for those who come to reap the shin- 
ing harvest. But his great success was in 
dealing with men and in securing by happy tact, 
advantages for this community, that could 
not have been won in any other way than 

by persistent and tactful work, Largely 
through his efforts the University was lo- 
cated here, and other advantages secured 
that will be of larger benefit in the 
course of time. His cheerfulness through 
great discouragements, his unfailing 
serenity of temper under the greatest of 
provocations and his unceasing work for 
the public are the causes which crowd his 
bier with the tributes of a grateful people. 
Unsuccessful, perhaps, in his own business 
ventures, he was always triumphant when he 
urged the ciaims of his people and his 
friends, and that will cause his memory to 
be revered as the days pass by. 


The words of Joaquin Miller, one of 
his favorite poets, may fitly be quoted as 
applicable to him in his strenuous, but 
at times unsuccessful, efforts to win a 
fortune. 
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"Oh, great is the man with sword undrawn, 
And good is the man who refrains from wine; 
But the man who fails and yet still fights on, 
Lo, he is the twin born brother of mine," 


--H. V. S. Groesbeck, 
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CHAPTER V 


FIFTH GENERATION 
THE DOWNEY FAMILY OF LARAMIE, WYOMING 


Laramie friends often told me that I should 
write the story of my family. What an assignment! How 
could I condense the stories of the twelve children of 
that energetic and colorful family into one book? I 
hope some day other family historians will tell their 
Stories in full, In order that their records shall not 
be lost, one paragraph about each is included in this 
chronicle, 

Childhood memories are vivid but often mis- 
leading. I feel sure no two children in the family 
would remember Laramie days and the years we were grow- 
ing up in the same way. If I were to name the most 
lasting impressions of my childhood, they would include 
books, picnics, pets, arguments at the dinner table, 
all seasoned with love and ei etecences of opinion 
vocally expressed, We all loved to talk and argue, 

But, because this account is to be as objec- 
tive as I know how to make it, I'll put aside my 
thoughts of long ago and assign my first paragraph to 
my oldest half-sister. She married and left home 


before I was born, 
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Beulah B. Downey was born in Piedmont, 
West Virginia, in 1862. She married a promising 
young banker, in 1886. She was very beautiful, sensi- 
tive, and impractical. She literally died of a proken 
heart after her husband became involved in a financial 
scandal, She had no children, 

Fanchon Downey was born in Washington, D. C., 
in 1865, She married Bert L. Smith. They had two 
children: Margaret (Prestridge) and Bert, II. 

Bert L, Smith II, is now one of the best 
known men in California in the field of western water 
policies. He is an excellent speaker and spends 
much of his time in Washington in public relations 
work for the State of California, 

Bert, II, carries the Downey line into the 
eighth generation in the person of his grandson, 

Bert "ES Somrthy rv. 

Stephen Corlett Downey was born in Laramie, 

August 29, 1873. He was the oldest in the family. 

He had a remarkably brilliant mind, On the death of 

his father he became second father to the younger mem- 
bers of the family. He was lame almost from birth from 


an attack of polio. This handicap, plus an unhappy love 
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affair, and the fact that he assumed many financial 
obligations upon the death of his father restricted 
his life in some measure. 

He served as County Attorney and Mayor of 
Laramie. He was one of the most influencial Republi- 
cans in the state. He died March 15, 1934. His last 
illness was aggravated by the strain of a long murder 
trial in which he served as defense counsel and from 
which he refused to retire until the verdict was brought 
in... 

The Laramie Republican published the fol- 


lowing editorial at the time of his death: 


CORLETT DOWNEY 


Corlett Downey was for so many years 
a familiar figure about town, and had a 
share in so many civic activities, that it 
is hard to realize that he will no longer 
be a part of them, While most of his 
friends realized that his recent illness 
would prove fatal nevertheless the news 
of his death came with no less a shock 
than if it had been unexpected, 


In thinking of Corlett Downey one 
calls at once to mind his intense loyalty 
to his friends and associates and to the 
things which absorbed his interest. His 
friendship was something that really counted, 
for once he took a person into his confi- 
dence he never forgot him, All through 
the years he remained loyal to him, 
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But it was in his home life that 
this quality of loyalty and devotion had 
its most beautiful manifestation. He 
was a devoted son and brother, and to 
the large circle of his nephews and nieces 
he was a veritable fairy godfather, His 
thoughtfulness, his generosity and his 
kindliness to each and everyone of them 
was a wonderful thing. So the hearts of 
Laramie go out to Mrs. Downey and the 
members of her family. 
June Etta Downey was born July 13, 1875 
and died October 11, 1932. For many years she was 
Professor of Psychology and Philosophy at the Univer- 
sity of Wyoming. She wrote eight books, seventy-three 
psychological articles, innumerable poems, stories, 
essays and popular articles. She was the genius of the 
family! 
To try to encompass her life in a page is 
impossible, Nor can I be objective about a sister 
so dearly loved - so greatly admired, Her untimely 
death was the first great sorrow of a happy family. 
Once again I shall let the words of another 
tell of her life and of its influence on family, 
friends, students, and colleagues. 


Source: A memorial pamphlet published by the 


faculty of the University of Wyoming, June, 1934, 
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In Memoriam 
June Etta Downey 


1875 - 1932 


A frail little woman whose quiet, un- 
eventful life was almost completely circum- 
scribed by the four walls of a dingy attic 
workroom. So might one have thought who 
saw only the outward circumstance, yet nothing 
could have been further from the reality. 


Life for June Downey was an exciting 
adventure of the mind and spirit, She was 
an intrepid explorer faring zestfully into 
the unknown, She could not if she would 
walk safely and soberly in the beaten track, 
Her eager spirit must perforce leap ahead, 
blazing its own trails, discovering new 
regions of beauty and richness, visioning 
still richer ones just beyond. Each day 
of her life opened the way to some new ex- 
perience, some new adventure. “And the lit- 
tle universe of a day expands to the limits 
of the farthest star,"' she wrote; and again, 
"an infinite present ours if we open our 
eyes." 


Although she knew and deeply loved the 
cultural heritage of the past, her mind and 
imagination were always reaching out into 
the future in whimsical fantasies, new 
schemes of research, new artistic and lit- 
erary forms, dreams of a more rational social 
order, 


Such adventuring must needs be solitary, 
yet we who loved her know how eagerly she 
shared ideas or fancies, how gladly she 
welcomed a comradewho could go even a lit- 
tle way along with her, Each of us treasures 
precious memories of some casual conversation 
suddenly transmuted into a rare experience 
in which senses, mind and spirit were stirred 
and uplifted by a swift glimpse of some far- 
off horizon, 
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To the scholar and teacher whose dis- 
tinguished achievements are the pride of 
her Alma Mater, to the satirist who ex- 
posed so many human foibles and weaknesses 
yet never sat is judgment, to the counsel- 
lor whose gentle wisdom was a source of 
strength and comfort for administration, 
faculty and students, to the adventurer 
who opened our eyes to an infinite present, 
the University of Wyoming dedicates this 
memorial volume, 


Norma Downey was born June 17, 1877 and 
died February 10, 1956 in Berkeley, California, She 
was the confidant and comforter of the family. One 
understood instinctively that she would never marry. 
What would the family particularly the children do 
without her protecting care and devotion? She suf- 
fered almost complete blindness and a long illness 
before her death, but she was never unhappy. 

Her nephew, Richard Nelson, shortly before 
her death wrote the following paragraph about her: 

"We have managed to see Normy every 

week. She doesn't change much but seems 

to disappear a little more in her bed each 
time. She is weaker and talks with more 
difficulty each time - - - but has not lost 
any perception while we have been with her. 
Her nurse spoke to me with a deep admiration 


of her splrit which is steady and strong and 
unyielding. 
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"It is strange and heart-rending to 
me to see coming out in her now what I can 
only describe as a sort of pioneer spirit; 
she doesn't complain or question her fate 
but instead of weakness and resignation 
there is strength and quiet determination 
to hold out while she can, How strange, 
that now, when she can talk little and 
move less, there seems more depth and 
strength than before,'' 
For many years Mother, Corlett, June and 
Norma lived together in the old family home. It was 
the rendevous for those of the family who had left 
Laramie to return to every summer, Two married 
daughters and six grandchildren lived close by. So 
family reunions were happy occasions for many years, 
Willie Virginia Downey was born September 20, 
1879. She was the first in the family to marry. Her 
husband was a successful banker, R. G. Fitch. They 
had three children and lived for many years next to 
the old family home in Laramie, Willie supplied the 
cool judgment and the calming influence often needed 
in the turbulent, noisy, talkative Downey family. Her 
daughter Virginia (Mayne) died in Sacramento, California 
in 1949; Robert Fitch, Jr. now lives in Los Angeles, 


California, Willie now makes her home in Dallas with 


her daughter Dorothy (Wells), 
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Owen Dorsey Downey was born December 6, 1881 
and died in Los Angeles in 1916, He married but left 
no children, Owen was different from others in the 
family. He liked to do rather than to talk. He cared 
little for books or abstract ideas. He had a sunny, 
happy disposition. I best remember Owen's merry 
whistle, which always announced his coming into the 
family group. 

Sheridan Downey, Senator, author, and orator, 
was born in Laramie, March 4, 1884, He married Helen 
Symons, daughter of a pioneer Laramie family. They 
had five children: Margaret Densmore, Sheridan II, 
Jane (Wilcox), Richard and Patricia (Brogden). The 
Sheridan Downeys Jr. have a son Sheridan Iii to carry 
on the Downey name in the eas ee ate 

Sheridan served in the U. S. Senate from 
California for two terms from 1938 - 1950. He was 
unable to run for a third term because of ill health. 

His health was sacrificed in his fight for 
two reforms in which he believed passionately. He 
was one of the first to demand pensions and security 
for the aged. For this he was ridiculed and assailed, 


But today that battle is almost won, 
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He also contended that the water rights of 
the western states must be controlled by the states 
themselves and not placed under the power of the Federal 
Government, That theory is accorded firm support today 
by many who at first bitterly opposed or were indif- 
ferent te,it. 

Senator Downey deserves much of the credit 
for these two reforms. He was not afraid to wage an 
almost solitary battle for them when political expe- 
diency indicated it was unwise to do so. Today he 
should be proud to know that the battles he fought 
so passionately and often alone are now almost won, 

Stephen Wheeler Downey II was born in 
Laramie, June 14, 1886, He married twice and has 
four children: John, Col. Stephen Wheeler III, U.S.A.,,. 
Wendy (Taggart), Charlotte (Boutin). Jack has con- 
tributed four boys to date to carry on the Downey 
name: Michael, David, Stephen Wheeler IV, and John, 

Stephen Wheeler Downey, Sr., is a well- 
known and very successful lawyer in Sacramento, Calif- 
ornia, He is the senior partner in the large law 
firm which he established many years ago. He is widely 
known in California as an expert in irrigation law 


and as a public speaker. He is a universally beloved 
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and admired citizen of Sacramento, where he has made 
his howe for more than forty years, 

Evangeline Downey was born October 13, 1888. 
She married Paul Teetor, a ceramic chemist, who made an 
outstanding reputation in his field. They have two sons, 
Paul and Stephen. 

Evangeline received a B.S. in Home Economics 
from the University of Wyoming and later a Master of 
Arts from the University of Chicago. She taught at 
the University of Kansas, She was responsible, ina 
large measure, for the establishment of Fi Beta Phi 
on the campus of the University of Wyoming, the first 
national fraternity on that campus. She wrote songs, 
plays and jingles as well as serious articles in the 
field of Home Economics, 

Unlike the rest of the family, her life is 
spent in the East - Vermont and New Jersey. She makes 
more friends than all the rest of the family put to- 
gether, Her name is Synonymous with generosity. 

Alice Downey, born in Laramie December 17, 
1692, is a person of one distinction, She married 
the most wonderful man in the world, WiwesasiieeNekson. 

Dorothy Downey was born February 9, 1896, 


She married Morgan V. Spicer, a successful lawyer in 
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5an Francisco, They have two children, Morgan V. 
Spicer, Jr. and Mary Eve (Schick). 

Dorothy is the successful writer of the 
family in tke field of popular fiction. She can sell 
stories and novelettes faster than she finds time to 
write them. Her nine (to date) grandchildren are her 
greatest interest and delight. Her beautiful home, 
high in the Berkeley Hills, is the mecca for innumerable 
relatives to gather and to exchange family news, 

The Spicer’s nickname should be "hospitality". They 
dispense it in ever larger and more cordial doses as 
the years pass, and members of the family, in ever in- 
creasing number, move to California. 

For more than sixty years, 1887-1948, a 
daughter, a son, or a grandchild, was enrolled as a 
student at the University of Wyoming. In the early 
days of its establishment, tne number of students 
contributed by the Downey family helped to swell a 
very small student body. The Downeys took part with 
enthusiasm in every activity of the town and University. 
Laramie was their town and they loved it. 

Now, in 1956, not a single member of the 


family remains in Laramie. Many of the children live 


Ta 


tise ae9 ott es 


Bay Lae 
ta Noli, 


ot emi uti sie wads. renee : 
tad ors noth Lisohnag (orn od) pee | 


AER IE Pte $ iF By 
omort Loriaucod 9H tila eb ban taan 
Ay ie q , 


eldetonuant ‘rot bs onl a orth re S 
it ahi iets 
ewon vlime cunestons os bas raitsen at swiseee 


thew od a | roa wy 

yvadTt yet tastaeodt od pivots sxesattonn visokot ont “9 
‘paca i ; ne 

an eesob Lsthvoo eTom ee oni gave: ‘ot Pee 


Ciel ks i haex 


«nt tevo ok ve emus ond to wrodarom bas ,22ng ara0y 


ne %. Baie een x 
Lehavoni ted ot ev our iedmun gutaneta 
(ie Ly 
B ,BhOI-VUSL .airsey yinie add erro cot 
Y gail hi tee 


& RA beiforae anw alone cotati &%o aoa 4 vreddguab 


yitcse elt al -pakinoyW ‘to gitexovinw aul te tnebude 
atnabudea te todmea ous taomini fdavas 282 ‘Soa 
g Tfows o¢ boqfed vitmat venwot a ed Bonwdtan09 
djiw Jiaq #ood eyouwoll oul? - wood veobus EKame poll 
ye» i 


VilLeveviad bas most ond to. yttvison yreve ai masienhia 
eer ea | 


ile th a, ay sue ay | punting ll 9 
.t bovol cote bac mwot tkodt ay 
We he? tl Oe ee 
aut oe sodaom orguie & Jon ,O0er ak , 
fe iwi ak ie ae 
ovis nox Lido ont 16 Be a 
: & Peay Kae Ag eS Sa ay 


~83~ 


in California; one daughter's home is in New Jersey; 
one in Washington, D. C. The sons and daughters of 
this family, like their ancestors, sought different 
environments, greater opportunities, and one by one 
they left their native town and established homes 


elsewhere, 
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No, there are no Downeys left in Laramie. 
But two of our family still live there, Neale Roach 
and Katy Roach Peckenpaugh - first cousins on our 
mother's side of the family - grew up next door to 
us, Katy was like another sister, always there to 
help. One of my most vivid memories as a child is 
the Sunday afternoon visits that Neale and 
Hilda paid to "Aunt Eva", No son could have been 
more devoted to her, We knew we could count on 
Neale's assurance, his unfailing business ability, 
and his practical judgments to help us when we needed 
them, 

How good it is to know that Katy and Neale 
are waiting to welcome any of our family who returns 
there for a visit. It makes Laramie still seem like 
“our town , 

The story of the Downey family would not be 


complete if Neale and Katy were omitted, 
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CHAPTER VI 
THESBLMERNeeRELSON FAMILY 


In order to record something of my own 
family story, I claim the privilege of a genealogist 
and change the family name from "Downey" to'Ne@san", 

I am as proud of my husband's ancestry as 
I am of my own, Among his forebears were many 
teachers, army officers and farmers, His mother and 
father were born in Denmark, His father, who lived 
to be ninety-nine, personified for us - as he did 
for all who knew him - integrity, calm judgment, 
serenity and great gentleness, I need not add that 
his son inherited these traits in full measure, 

The Bitweacsdiquenetwens were married August 29, 
1917, in Laramie, Wyoming. Shortly afterwards Elmer 
K, Nelson was ordered to active duty as a Second 
Lieutenant in the United States Army Engineers. We 
spent the war years chiefly in the South: Augusta, 
Georgia; Fayetteville, North Carolina; and Pensacola, 
Florida. 

When the war was over in 1919 we returned 
to Cheyenne, Wyoming, to make our home. The memories 
of our war experiences and of the terrible influenza 
epidemic, which almost took both our lives, was soon 


an almost forgotten nightmare. The depression of 
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1920 dictated our decision to move to Laramie where 
the prospects were bright for a consulting engineer- 


ing practice. In the more than twenty years that we 


lived there, -fimeeiiige n built his reputation in 
hydrology and supervised the spending of millions of 
dollars in municipal improvements in various cities 
of the state, 

Our oldest child, Barbara, was born in 
Cheyenne in 1920. Shortly afterwards we moved to 
Laramie and lived there until 1943 when the Second 
World War took Elm@enieetelson to Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia, as a civilian engineer employed by the U.S. 
Army Engineers, 

By 1921, when we returned there to make 
our home, Laramie was one of the pleasantest small 
towns in the United States in which to bring up a 
family. The Hekeegis had a wide circle of delightful 
and stimulating friends, The University of Wyoming, 
located there, contributed many educational advan- 
tages. Our home was on the edge of its beautiful 
campus, which became our children's front yard. 
Forty miles away was our enchanting summer home, a 


picturesque log cabin nestled snugiy below snowy 


Medicine Bow Peak high in Wyoming's Rocky Mountains, 
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The twenty years that we lived in Laramie 
were happy ones, The Second World War and Barbara's 
wedding in 1942 brought great changes to our tranquil 
lives and scattered our once united family from Wash- 
ington, U,,C., eto Japan. 

How can I write objectively about my husband 
and my children? A few records and clippings from the 
family scrapbook must tell the story of eventful past 
years and predict the future of new families and promis- 
ing careers just beginning. 


We shall start with the most important mem- 
ber of the family, Eiwempiatipeneteetetserr=!1. 


His record: 


2nd Lt., Corps of Engineers, U.S.Army, 
World War I, 


Practice of civil engineering in Cheyenne 
and Laramie, Wyoming, 1916 - 1923, 


City Engineer-Manager of Laramie, 1923-1939. 


Consulting Engineer to Wyoming - in con- 
nection with North Platte River litiga- 
tion before the United States Supreme Court, 
1939-1943, 


Engineer on professional staff - U. S. 
Senate Committee on Interior and Insular 
Affairs, 1947 - , 


Degrees: 
B. Sc. Engineering 


C. E., Civil Engineering 
Universities of Wyoming and Nebraska 
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Member, American Society of Civil Engineers, 
President, Wyoming Engineering Society. 
Member of School Board, Laramie. 

Commander, Albany County Post, American 
Legion, 

Administrator, Civil Works Administration 
for Albany County. 

Head of Civil Engineering Dept., Univer- 
Sity of Wyoming, 1930-1931, substitu- 
ting for Dean of the college tempor- 
arily on leave, 


Editorials - Laramie Republican, 


_Masgeeeton has given Laramie a qual- 
ity of service and an amount of labor in 
the working out of plans for city water 
sewer and other services which are of the 
highest order and way beyond that which 
small cities usually secure. For many 
years to come we shall benefit from his 
good work and be saved the expense of do- 
ing over things which he started, He has 
served the city well in many, many ways. 


* OK K OK OK 


C.W.A,. has been a great help locally. 
For the success of this accomplishment, 
and the small amount of friction involved 
in prosecuting the different projects, 
the big part played by our city engineer, 
Elmer K. Nelson, should be stressed again 
and again. Not only has Mr, Nelson given 
unlimitedly of both his time and exper- 
ience but he has put into these added 
responsibilities an amount of sympathetic 
understanding and enthusiasm not ordinarily 
found in such undertakings, The results 
speak for themselves. Laramie and the 
county can know that they got their money's 
worth, and the men on the jobs also know 
that they received every consideration to 
which they were entitled. 
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Letters of appreciation: 


THE STATE OF WYOMING 
Executive Department 
Cheyenne 
November 28, 1939 
My ihe Sire Sean 
111 South 2nd 
Laramie, Wyoming 


Re: Nebraska v. Wyoming 
and Colorado. 


Dear=the=i$e-2e90N : 

I have had called to my attention 
the excellent work done by you in the engin- 
eering field of this litigation, 

You have looked upon this matter as 
one of public interest and not of personal 
remuneration, I am sure that the citizens 
of the State of Wyoming greatly appreciate 


the services which you have rendered in this 
case, 


With personal regards, I am 
Sincerely, 
Nels H, Smith 


Governor of Wyoming. 
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THE STATE OF WYOMING 
Legal Department 
Cheyenne 


November 28, 1939 


111 South 2nd Street 
Laramie, Wyoming 


Re: Nebraska v. Wyoming 
and Colorado 


Deana’ eop5n > 

I would be amiss in my duties if I 
neglected to thank you for the wonderful work 
which you did in assisting in the North Platte 
Suit, 

I know personally that you spent long 
and tedious hours in preparing Wyoming's case, 
The work which you did in a period of three 
months speaks well for itself and I want to 
assure you that this office is grateful for 
the services which you rendered, 

Sincerely yours, 
Ewing T. Kerr 


Attorney General, 


1956 finds Rimeestiganezegn at work in the 
Senate Office Building in Washington, D. C., doing 
the work he likes best; checking engineering reports 
with which he is concerned to be sure that they are 


objective and accurate; fighting to protect the 


atow {wtvebmow odt ree hecseld 0 +b 
attelt dia0% snl si awtvetees. a Vols > | 


. v ra ress 
gaol tase HOY todd aaleaes lee Infabay : 
,9289 2'patwey gatsaqexq at atved avotbeds bas — 

ootdt to boiteq a ab bib voy tobdw Atow. est 

ot daaw 1 bos BMoeti col -tlow adeeqa adis — 

OR futeterg ak eotito etdd teddy woy etee: 
borebaet ade inane asotvase oat 


ny Ce ae rs 
| BIUOY yloveonke eg 
TI90H »T ‘gaiwt BA u + w cy . gui! ne 


levened youtotsA | 


eds al asow ds 


natob r) 8. 


tie 


95. 
water rights of the western states from encroachment 
by the Federal Government. 


To his family, he is an inspiration! 


OUR CHILDREN 


Barbara (Barbe) Downey was born December 9, . 
1920, in Cheyenne, Wyoming. She entered Wellesley 
College in 1938. She graduated from the University 
of Wyoming in 1942, Cum Laude. She was a member of 
Pi Beta Phi, Phi Beta Kappa and President of Mortar 
Board, senior honor society. 

She married Richard (Rich) Arnold Mullens 
on Easter, April 5, 1942, Rich graduated from Law 
School, University of Wyoming in 1942, He was a 
member of Alpha Tau Omega, He was immediately 
ordered, after graduation, to active duty with the 
Amphibian Command and saw service in the Pacific 
Theatre during World War II. After his discharge, 
he was soon recognized as one of the Government's 
outstanding tax attorneys, and eeewed as a member of 
the Legal Advisory Staff of the United States Treasury 
Department in 1954. He is now associated with the 


law firm of Hogan and Hartson in Washington, D. C, 
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While Rich was overseas, Barbara served on 
the staff of Senator Downey of California. She was 
a member of the faculty of Monet School in 1953 and 
1954, 

The Mullens have three children: Sherry 
Anne, (b. Oct. 13, 1947); Joan Margrethe, (b. June 20, 
1949); and Elizabeth Brook, (b. Sept. 20, 1955); all 
of whom were born in Washington, D. C. Their home is 
at 2733 - 36th Street, N.W,, Washington, D. C., 


nearby the beautiful National Cathedral, 


Elmer K., II, (Kim) was born September 14, 
1922 in Laramie, Wyoming, He entered the University 
of Wyoming in 1939 and received his B.A. degree in 
absentia, June, 1943, In February 1943, he entered 
the Army aS a private; he was promoted to lst Lieuten- 
ant and served as Assistant Director of the Army 
Social Adjustment Training Program for Blinded Soldiers 
at Old Farms Convalescent Hospital, Avon, Connecticut. 
He married Jane Oliver Beckwith of New London, Connecti- 
cut, August 4, 1945, They returned to Wyoming in 
1946, and Kim completed his law school work and 
psychological studies receiving an L.L.B. in 1948 


and a M.A. degree in 1949, 
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After three years with the California 
Probational and Correctional Institutions, he was 
selected to establish a division of criminology at 
the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 
Canada, He made an outstanding reputation there as 
a criminologist. In the spring of 1956, he was 
named as an Associate Professor of Criminology by 
this institution, In the summer of 1956, he com- 
pleted his residence and qualifying examinations 
at the University of Southern California for a 
doctorate in Public Administration, 

In the fall of 1956, he was granted leave 
of absence from the University of British Columbia 
to become Superintendent of British Coiumbia's new 
Rehabilitation Center for prisoners, No greater 
challenge or opportunity could be offered to a 
young criminologist! 

Kim and Jane have one child, Elmer XK., III, 


(Kirk), born January 24, 1947, in Laramie, Wyoming. 


Richard Corlett (Rick) was born November 3, 
1927 in Laramie. He graduated from Sacramento, 
California, High School in 1945, valedictorian of 


his class. He enlisted in the Army shortly after 
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moving to Washington, D. C. He was sent to Japan 
and volunteered as a paratrooper, He received his 
wings from the Yamoto Jump School in 1947. 

He entered Stanford University in 1948 
and was a member of Kappa Alpha Order. He was 
awarded his B.A. degree "with Distinction", was 
made a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and graduated from 
Stanford Law School in 1952, He was awarded a fellow- 
Ship at New York University, receiving his L.L.M. 
degree there in 1953. 

Following his graduation, he was appointed 
Assistant United States Attorney at San Francisco, 
He resigned this position to accept a legal assign- 
ment with a California manufacturing company in 
San Francisco, 

On December 27, 1952, Rick married Louise 
Keeler McIntyre of Berkeley, California, They were 
married in Saint Mary's Chapel, Washington Cathedral, 
They have one daughter, Anne Sterling, (b. July 8, 
1955). They now make their home in beautiful Marin 
County, eighteen miles from Rick's office in San 


Francisco. 
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CONCLUSION 


1756 - 1956 - what a cavalcade of American 
history those two hundred years have included, 

There have been many wars. The first 
Thomas Downey gave his fidelity and his assistance 
in the struggle for American independence, His son 
witnessed the futile war of 1812, The third and 
fourth generations of Downeys saw America torn apart 
by the Civil War. The fifth generation sent its 
sons to fight on foreign soil in the First World War, 
The sixth generation supplied men for every branch of 
the armed services of the United States in the Second 
World War. 

No, there has not been peace! But wars are 
only a part of the American story. America has pro- 
duced men of courage - of high ideals, The material 
prosperity and social benefits of its citizens are the 
greatest in the world, 

This member of the Downey family finds her- 
self living very near to that tiny port where her 
emigrant ancestor landed, He would be unbelieving, 

I think, if he could see the America of 1956. But 
if he could call the roll of his descendants, he would 


be well satisfied, Few have achieved greatness, but 
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his descendants exemplify, in good measure, the best 
qualities of American citizens. They possess today 
many of the advantages of which the first Thomas 
Downey must have dreamed of attaining when he set out 
on his great adventure, 

To Thomas Downey, these descendants owe 
eternal gratitude for that greatest of all gifts 


which he bestowed upon them: 


They are citizens of the United States of America. 
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